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When we were tallking to Gene Roddenberry at Desilu; he said that he would like to
request fan editors who run any material concerning "Star Trek" to send a copy of
their publication to lort Werner at NBC, (iort Werner, Programming 1BC, 30 Rocke-
foller Pl., New York, il.Y, 10020), The object is to convince N3C that thero are at
least some intelligent people who watch the show, Roddenberry said that in his
final clash vith the iCC executives over the time slot for the show neitt season,he
had carried a stack of fanzines to New York with him ag ammunition, (e alse said
the stack wes mostly composed of YA.DRO because that was mostly what he had == I
gather that the i'BC staff recelly don't believe in fanzines at all, and he would like
proof that there really is more than one being published and that they are not the
typical movie "fan club" manipuvlated by the studio.) RSC



Atthough 1 don't have any official-like
notification yet (like money or author's
copies) I've good reaconr to think my
second book from Ace wili Dbe on seine nNews-
stends this month, Reason we know is
toause Ace sent Suck a review copy —-
and I don't thinlz thatts fair, for him to
get his copy before I get mine. At any
rate, this reviev copy calls it Ace
double [-77, and you can all rush out and
buy a copy if you chose. It won't make
any difference to me in the bank account
department, of course, but it!'d be a nice
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% e mas oe e (or maybe it is obscurely fathomable)

E, C, Tubb and T are sharing,..or....covers. Tubb gets a Jeff Jones cover and I zet
Freas (vho has a different idea of Wind-Zaters than I do, but is a zood man natheless).

Actually, I'm not as pleased with the second kook as I was with the first., Not part-
icwlarly with editing or anything, but juct with the way things worked out, Better
luck next time, I guess,

DEA's illo on page 1 of this issue is for all you hordes of DARK SHADOWS fans out
there. - I'm gfyaid I never became hoolked on the series, cven though with prodding and
enthusiastic comments from dedicated watchers I sat through long sessions of the thing.
I realize the time factor is a great limit on the writers, bul is it really necessary
for sach writer to throw out the plot 1line of the previous writer? At least this
seened to happen with confusing regularity while I was watching the show, lNo wonder
Frid wmhen interviewed remarlced that he wasn!t sure what the series plot-line was, He
has company. . Yy

Buek mentioned our recent vacation trip in his editorial, skimming the parts that were
important to ldm. ILike, he forgot to mention that after getting the two shols of
ACTH to cofnteract my reaction to ivy-oak (which was given me to counteract my aller-
ric veaction to poison ivy) that I developed a violently itehing rash, Nid-way thru
our stay in California my amms and the soles of my feet began itching s Kay
looked up possibilities in some of her medical referonoces and the possibility seems
strong that what I exhibited was an allergic reaction to ACTH, I believe the next
time I contract poeison ivy poisoning, I will resort to teabags. (And probably dis~
cover I am .allergic to thosow) - N .

Disneyland!s 115 acre parking lot seems even larger uvhen youlre wandering around it
on foot. Riding their cute little tram you get a distorted and mechanized wview of the
place which only blistered fest will fully convince you is unubterably WRONG.

We encountered a miz-up in cormmunications during our first attempt to visit Desilu
Studios, and it was pretty irrditating while it lasted. (llow of course we can look
bacl at it an ¥¢ {fddfdd langh.) Actually,though, we gained one tling from the inci-
dent. Remember during the opening sequence to each MISSION:IMPOSSIBLE this on-tape
voice assigning Sriggs & Co. to the nether reaches of political skulldugpery refers
to capture and says that if such happens Ythe secretary will disavouw all lLinowledge
of your activities"? Well, welve met the secretary - and she does indeed.

Many of the places we visited or passed thru on ocur trip West and back might puzzie
a number oX people who don!t dig history and arentt follk song enthusiasts. Such as



the Creel: Council liouse in Olamalgee, Oklahoma. And Buck feeling regretful because
e didn't have the time to drive doum the main street of Roswell, N.H., Of COUrse,
T can only blame myself for the overn~like moments we spent in Needles, Califo?nla;
even before we started I had been nagging for us to cross into California at Needles
so I could feel all Steinbecli~y, As it turned out we even crossed late at night,
and I almost felt like being buried somevhere on the California side. I got even
more of a feeling of Oalie~ism going thru Bakersfield, which is a graphic testiment
to making the desert bloom, We also spent some time at Donner Pass, both at the
lake ~ which is now a resort area with boats ckimming around on it and people fish-
ing and staring at these crazy gauking tourists -~ and the memorial. Seeing first-
hand and from a well-ventilated but still hot auto tlhie actual route pursued by the
California trekkers in the 1840s and 1850s is ecalculated to increase your admira=-
tion of those doughty types, whe really do deserve to Le called pioneers. We even
vent past the Humboldt sink and finally fully understood the reference in one folk
song? "Until I struck the Humbeldt, and I thought I was in hell,"

Seeing all the fans was nice too. liow do people wrangle month-long vacations, so
ve wouldntt need to barely get to the West Coast and turn around and come right
backi We stayed too late as it wvas and drove almost all night once to make it baclkk
in tine., (Hundane employers have no appreciation at all of fannish vacations.)

The trip garnered me a collection of books from nice people, too. Chris Couch gave
ne a duplicate copy of THE IOWELIEST CONTINENT by Walker Chapman, a very engrossing
ook of Antarctic discoverys I found some randon reactions were pity for Scott and
being appalled at his breaking so many rules (one is tempted to say he asked for it,
but part of the tragedy wac due to plain bad luecl:), and interested amazement to find
in This age, with a 1GY past history, there have really only been three land cross-
ings of Antartica to the pole. Kay Anderson gave me a copy of loren Eisley!s Iii-
HENSE JOURHEY, a collection of speculaiive essays by the naturalist; it is, I might
say, an excellent ook to read in preparation for seeing 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY.
sigley rather Lacks away from the conclusion reached by the £ilm, but much of his
other material fits in, particularly for someone o likes to take a step back, now
and then, from the stream of life and try to get a broad picture. Both books much
enjoyed and thanlt you, people.

Vera lleminger wants me to say that Cry is being revived, You'!ll have to come out
pretty fast to catech up...we've gone past you. Anyuay, send money to Vera at
30214=108th Ave SE, Auburn, Washington, 98002, 25¢ © or & for $1, maximum sub $1.

I was most saddened to hear of Lewis Grant'!s death. Quite probably fans outside
the midwest were never too well acquainted with him. Perhaps I cam’t even say that
we were well acquainted with him, but we knew him well enough to tall to him, lis-
ten to hin hold forth on favorite towiecs, print his articles and feel a loss, Most
of all I'm sorry that Lew will not be able to see future history as it unfolds, Hie
had an objective and mildly amused interest in current and developing events and
made several prediciions on approaching trends of the, as he called it, Terrene
Age., liuch of his gpeculation scemed valid, even if it was frightening to contem=
plate, And his speculations seemed all the more convineing because he toolc the
trouble te research before offering opinion. I trish he could have lived to see
vwhat's going to happen - because interested oheervation seemed almost the essence
of his personality.

What we need are a horde more enligntoned observers who can not only point out
things wrong vith the way welre [oing but occasionally suggest methods by which we
can remedy the situation, Bierce-like, I think Lewis would have found the last
third of this century "most interesting'.

JWC



{ WHAT I DID ON Y VACATION DEPARTIMELT:
; As some of you already know, this year 1
took my two weelks all at once and Juanita,
druce and I toured the southwest. 6000
miles, altogether -~ not counting all the
trips around los Angeles we made using Kay
Andersonts poor car. We left July 13 (Sat.),
7] visited the Territorial Capitol Memorial
and George Rogers Clark Mamorial at Vine
/| cennes, Ind., and after some frantic ef-

7| forts fo find a telephone so we could get
I s A }( some native guides, woe arrived late that

\\f’ =l night at the Couch residence (which is on

: ¢ the side of a small mountain somewhere

south of St. Louis). 3Beautiful place, and ideally located; no wandering fans are going
to find them unless they want to be found. Got a late start the next norning because
(a) it was raining, (b) weld stayed up late the night before, and(e) it was more fun
sitting around talking to the Couches than it was getting ready to leave.

Sunday afterncon we drove on across iissouri (boautiful state; I agree with you,
Hank}, ignoring signs inviting us to visit Jesse James! caves, and stopped at a motel
in Venita, Oklahoma. lionday we visited the Will Nopers Lemorial at Claremore, a Creek
Indian museum at Okmulgeo, and climazted our stay in Oldlahoma by running inte a yearling
steer cutside of .Jaurika, llo damage done on either side; I think the "thunk{'! must have
been s hoof striking the fender as he finally wmade up his mind to move, Sut itts
slightly unnerving to be bearing dowm on an animal thal sizo that simply stands in
front of you and stares stupidly, especially if you know youlre going too fast to stop.
(And I had to wait to see which way ~- if any -~ he ran before trying to steer around
him.) We drove late that night, and first encountered a frustrating western phencmenons
being able to see great distances at night. We would see the lights of a towm, appar-
ently right in front of us, and think we had made great time until we kept driving for
45 minutos without reaching the blasted place. Stopped alongside the road in Texas and
slept in the car,

Tuesday we saw Carlsbad Caverns, which are stupendous, I had been hoping to see
the bat flight, but we were therse in the niddle of the day and couldn't wait. Before
we left home, Juanita had contracted yreison ivy, and our local doctor had given her a
shot of "Ivy-Oak", This got rid of the ivy, but her arm swelled up to alarming pro=
porticns, so in Carlsbad she got a shot of ACTH from an allergy specialist (plus a pre-
scription for another shot, good anywhere in Newi. extico). Drove across the Sacramento
liountains with the car wheezing and clanking ominously and got to Alanogordo and the
White Sands National Monument late in the day, I am always tremendously impressed by
White Sands, It!'s wonderful te get out in the middle of the sands, where there is not
a living thing (except for occasional tourists) for miles, and listcn to the silence.
(Juanitz says this proves I'™m 2 misanthrope,) I could spend a whols day there, easily,
but this time we had to move on, (They didn't allow eamping; no facilities.) We drove
on norxth out of Alamogerdo after dark, and noticed these lights in the sky, First I
thought they were some sort of beacon fires on the side of a mountain == but there
wasn't any mountain there. Then we thought of the places weld seen where they wore burn-
ing off natural gas in oil fields =~ but why would they do it way up in the air? And
there were certainly no pipes under the lights., Then we got Goser and saw thet the
lights were in clusters of three; they would begin high in the air, descend very slowly
and go out, and another cluster would ignite, We = along with quite a few other people
- pulled off the road to watch them awhile. (I wonder how many flying saucer reports
were tuwrned in that night?) Finally we drove on, and had given up speculating on what
they could be when out of the corner of my eyve (I was paying more attention to the
lights than to road signs) I saw a sign that said "Ordnance Depot, with an arrew point-
ing in the direction of the lights. Of course; parachute flares, (I always thought
those were magnesium, bul these were yellow and flickering, Llike an oil or gas flame.)
They made lovely fireworks, at any rate. We stopped that night, appropriately enocugh,




at Valley of the Fires State Park which, we learned neil morning when it was 1izht on-
ough to see, was part of a gigantic lava flow; great ridges of the stuff extending for
miles, Fascinating, vie arrived at the Tackett domicile around noon Wednesday (undoubt-
edly endearing ourselves to Chrys by showing up, hungry, just at Iunchtime, as we hadn't
been able to spot & decent-looking restaurant on the way thru Albuquerque. I den't mean
to malign the town; I'm sure it has decent restaurants, tut we happenied to come in thru
the sluns and factery district, That ovening dob Vardeman, Jaclk Speer, and Iike lonte
comery cane over and we sat around and taliked,

Thursday was the big day. Some miles out of Albuguerque a large chunk of recap came
off one tire, so we stopped in Grants, New liexico, for gas, groceries, a used tire, and
another shot of ACTH for Juanita. (:/hich she got from another allergy specialist; she
was wondering, if the southwest is as free of allergy-producing material as it claims,
vhy are all these allergy specialists there?) Somewhat refreshed, we pushed on, taking
in the Petrified Forest, lieteor Crater, and the Grand Canyon that afterncon (we made it
to Grand Canyon just about sundoim, in fact, and it was dawrk when we left), I envied
the people who were camping there, but we had been advised to cross the liojave at night,
so we kept going. Good advice, too. Leaving Kingnan, Arizona, we went dovmhill for %
miles, and I swear that for every mile we drove the temporature went up a degree, it
2:00 Aii, Needles, Calfornia was thie hottest place we were in during the entire trip; it
must have been at least 1000, By dawvn Friday we were in Barstow, and we got to the And-
ersons! house in O:mard somevheore around roon, I think; by that time I was too tired
to care about time, The rest of iI‘riday we sat around making the acquaintance of Kay and
Gary Anderson and recuperating. Saturday the 7 of us (4 Andercons and 3 Coulsons) visit-
ed Palomar and got in a short visit with the Grennells., (A major disappointment of the
trip was the small amount of time we spent with the Gremnells, but I guess you cantt
have everything in two weeks.) Sunday Gary and I sat around and tallked while Juanita,
Kay and the kids visited Disneyland (getting bacl: around midnight because they neglect~
ed to note vhere they parked the car in Disneyland's 115=-acre lot). Honday we visited
the Desilu studios, met most of the cast of "Star Trelt!, etc. L!'l1l let Juanita talk
about that. lionday night the Trimbles took us .out for a genuine lesdcan dimmer (greatt)
and a few fang cane over., Lessee; the koffatts, Coxes, Dave Hulan, Grennells, Ruth
Berman, Jon and Shirley Jackson, Forry ickerman, I'd wanted to ses Horris Dollens, but
apparently he couldn'{ make it, Anne Coil had baked a cake and decorated it'with the ine
seription "andro #300"; Juanita let mc break my diet enough to eat a piece, Tuesday
I had planned to start baclk, but we had an invitation to return to Desilu to neet Gene
Roddenberry, and we couldnt't pass taat up, so we saw the studios again., This of course
vas one of the high roints of the trip, particulariy for Juanita and Bruce,

Wednesday e had to start home, even though I would have preferred to spend another
couple of days -= or another couple of weelis -~ with the Andersons, Saw the Sequoia
National Park and stopped that night along the road somewvhere northuest of Lake Tahoe.
Thursday we crossed Donner Pass, stopped at the Donner State ..emorial, and drove across
Nevada, which as far as I can see is an utterly useless piece of real estate, Went
through Lovelock, and I wondered if they ever booked comedians in the tovm ("Laugh=

smiths At Lovelock"), In Elko there were big signs for a Deer Hunter!s Contest in the
Cormercial liotel; I got this picture of chasing buck: up and dovm stairrays, in and out
of elevators, and potting them from behind blinds in the lobby. Lear Wells there was the
inpressive sight of a far-off storm; dark clouds; lightning("God speaks with forked
tongue"), and the works, Got to Salt Lake City that night, where we met Glen and iettie
Oft (Glen even gave us a motorcycle escort into town) and George Barr. Friday, Saturday
and Sunday vere spent simply in ah all-out effort to get home., We did stop at the Tucke
er residence in Heyworth, I1l, Eob was working, and again we were short on time, so we
talked to Fern for awvhile, rested a bit, and went on.

Arrived home at 7:30 Fif Sunday; close timing, since I had to be at work konday,
(Almost forgot; after leaving Salt Lake City we did stop at Dinosaur National lionument,
vhich was also impressive and a sight I recormend to other stf fans.) At home I had
vaiting for me 48 letters, 6 postcards, 6 magazines, 16 toolts, 23 fanzines, 19 ads, i
rejected manuscript, a package of mimeo supplies, 5 bills, a package of TAFF sheets, a
package of furopean stf mags and 8 YANDROs returned for better addresses, & fan climax,



Howd ,You Like lo Meet |

"No, ohy, nolwsse Dangers lurlk in evil Marshes! Bold but
cautious Gurgli fears for his poor tender head| Ile wants never
to return there, Fearsome enchantresses would have turned him
into 2 toad with hoppings and floppings! Oh, terrible Orddul
Terrible Orwent And Orgoch, oh Orgoch, worst of alil"

Gurgl is a character uwho alternates between whimpering and favning=eseemingly a
repellent toady. If covered with slime and possessed of brighter eyes, he might seem
to be Smeagol~-of Tolkien!s Ring books.

3ut he could never really be Gollum, for he is also an amusing, bobbing haystack
of hair, a little compamon of deep courage, and a true friend, He shares Gollum's
difference from the physical aspects of his fellows--but he is like them in heart in
a way Gollum never is., iis fears are greater than those of his
friends-wbut that makes his bravery the greater, too.

Gurgi is one of the creations of Lloyd Alexmnder, whose series
has recently come to the world of sword and sorcery and whose char-
acters are, every onas, merorable,

In 1964, his THE BOOK OF THREE was published by Holt, Rinehart,
and Winston and, in short order, became an 4.,L.A, Notable 3cok. The
second novel of the series was a runner-up for the Newbery Hedal,
(an annual award for the best U.S. childrenfs book)., Now, the
series which began with those books is done, and the order of put-
lication is:

THE BOOK OF THREE, 1964. $3.75.

THE BLACK CAULDRCH. 1865, $3,95

COLL AND HIS WHITE PIG., 1965, $3.50,
THE CASTLE OF LLYR, 1966, $3.95.
TARAY WANDERER. 1967. $4.50,

THE TRUTHFUL HARP, 1967. $3.50.

THE HEGH KIUG, 1968. $.50.

The ages of reader for BOCK, CAULDRON, CASTLE, WANDERER, and
KING are estimated by the publisher as 10-14, COLL and HARP,
picture books, are for ages 4-8, and they go back to fill in
the beginnings of some main story threadse~the prophetie pig
and the truthful harp. :

Alexander wrote another children's book, TIHE  THE BOOK
CAT, which is oulside the series, iie has uritten (OF THREE
six books for adults and translations of Irench o B e
vworks by Sartre, Eluard, and Vialar, 3ut this ACHREN
is his first series, and it's a fine one. 3

It runs to five novels and two picture books-

-centering around the sword~and=sorcery adven-—
tures of Taran, an Assistant Pig-ieeper (who

5



LhLbially Detomes
plunged in crisis be-
cause of the disap-
pearance of a mazlc
pig he is assigned to
guard), Though each
work is meant to stand
by itself, the series
is best read as a
whole~=~and in crder.
The books are
strongly reminiscent ° °
of Tolkien®s work,
both in their emphasis-
on adventure, their
characters, their epic
quality, their concern
with goed, evil, and
learning, and even in
their tackground. This
may, in part, be due
to Alexanderts working
from many of the same

sources Tollkien drew 2oy THE RLACK CAULDRON
o HAATNOCTOM ORDDU, EILONWY,&. TARAN

B3

Those who enjoy epic adventure fantasy might do well to investizate the MABINO=-
GIOK (the Welsh plural of MABINOGI-~meaning "youthful career"), which is a sort of
antliolopy from medieval Welsh story wanuscripts called the WHITE BOCK OF RHYDDERCH
and ‘the RED BCOK OF HERGEST. The first four tales are called THE FOUR BRANCHES OF
THE MABINOGI and are epic adventures of varying quality which range in age from
really ancient stories surviving almost pure to those set down in the more civilized
Middle Ages (which are of a type with Arthurian adventures).

Unfortunately, the best translation of the texts is to be found in THE FABINOGIQL':
A UBY TRANSLATION, by ©.P. _11is and John Lloyd (Cxford: At the Clarendon Press,
1929, 2 vols.), and that is long since out of print., In fact, the only edition in
print is the nveryman edition~~and,since Everyman editions lack footnotss, itls
pretty tough goinge (The other, Yoriginal' translation, by Lady Chariotte Guest,
was heavily censored.} The Ellis and Lloyd edition, while heavy going at times, is
coherent and comprehensible. The notes are enormously helpful., (And, if you want
a strange sword-and=-sorcery story, an extremely good one is MATH, THE SON OF MATHON-
WY, the Third 3ranch, O0f which, more later.e..

When Alexander was vorking on TIME CAT, he became involved with a Welsh sequence
based on the HABTHOGIOW and grew so interested inm it that he omitted the episode,
saving it for a larger work. Slowly, it grew into the koocks about Taran, which take
place in the ancient land of Prydain (prounocunced "PRIDDwain,!" it'sThe original word
for "Britain").

The books! illustrations are by _valine uless-e~and include a series of maps, out-
Iiaing the torritory of each book. Wiuile Prydain resembles Wales-ePembrokeshire--it
is not exactly the same, Alexander says, 'After a certain roint, I gave up trying
for any real geographical location and pulled in landscapes andlandmarks from all
over as I needed them." :

COLL, being a picture book, has much of Ness! work showing Prydain-~-and how the
series began (it being the first chromolozically in the epic!s events). HARP (also
covering incidents prior to the novels) is similar, though the color is not as ex-
citing, In the aubhor’s Note to THE BLACK CAULDRCN, Alexmnder mentions "Eva]in@f;D



Ness of clearest vision," and her book jackels and illustrations are effective, if
highly stylized. Rapport between author and artist was sucia that Ness painted Taran
dark hajired--as islexander thought of him, despite his never describing Taran physical-~
1y in the series, "hoping the children would see him 2¢ secmed best to them.,? 3Sut her
pictures are, though extremely fine and fitting for the text, not "realistic,® and it
would be interesting to see how a Cawvthorn or a Gaughan, for example, would picture
the adventures,

The books have beconte, not only fine units, but also a unified epic with the pub-
lication of the final book of the series, A brief idea of each book can be given, but
you won't find the endings of each here, Read the books for that.

COLL AND HIS WHITE PIG introduces Coll: "Ho man was as goodwnatured with a garden,
as tender~hearted with a tree, or as agreeable with animals., e loved his vegetable
plot, his apple orchard, and, above all, his white pig, Hen Wen," It is here that
the power of King Aravm of Annuvin, Lord of the Land of Death, is first felt. The
wizard Dallben, "a gray-bearded stranger, so ancient that his hands seemed brittle as
autumn leaves, his face lined like frost tracings on an ice-bound river," appears for
the first time with THE BOOK OF THREE ("in it is set down all that will happen in the
days to come®), The humor of the book is well supported by the illustrations {espe-
cially those of Hen Wen and Coll), and the book it beautifully suited for reading aloud.
(Anyone wanting to introduce the very young to sword-and-sorcery fiction couldn't do
much better,)

A second picture book, THE TRUTHFUL HARP, contains "the tale of FflewddurFflam, the
breaking of the strings, and the harp he carried in all his wanderings from that day
forward." Tunny and yet moralistic, it is also an excellent story for children, The
pl.ctures are unfortunately in red and sepia--and not nearly as attractive as tlwse for
COLL, But they are just as well executed.

Both occur prior to the action of the principal series, which begins with THE BOOK
OF THREE.,

This concerns the quest of the boy Taran and his part in fighting the Horned King,
"Arawn!s avoued champion'" and 'the man most to be dreaded in all Prydain," The book
takes Taran on a series of adventures in which he meets a variety of well-created,
individualistic, memorable, and thoroughly intriguing characters, Among these are
the prince Gwydion, Eilonwy (a rather talkative gamin of a princess), Achren (malevo-
lent sorceress and guardien of Eilomwy), Fflewddur Fflam (king and would-be bard),
Gurgi (a well-meaning if cringing creature), Doli (a bad-tompered dwarf), and further
assorted evil and notwso-evil ereatures.

THE BLACK CAULDRON gathers the Companions again in order to destroy that cauldron
which gives Arawn his hordes of evil knights,

"Who has not heard of the Cauldron-Born, the nute and deathless
varriors who serve the Lord of Annuvin? These are the stold bodies
of the slain, steeped in Arawm!s cauldron to give them life apgain,
They emerge implacable as death itself, their humanity forgotten.
Indeed, they are no longer men but weapons of murder, in thrall to
Aravn forovere,.

"Now, throughout Prydain, there have been strange disappearances,
men suddenly vanishing to be seen no more; and Cauldron-Born appear
where none has ever before been sighted, Aravm has not been idle.
As I have now learned, his servants dare to strike dovm the living
and bear them to Annuvin to swell the ranks of hic deathless host.
Thus, death begets death; evil bepets evil,™

In THE CASTLE OF LLYR, the Companions change the scene of their adventures, since
time has passed and Filorwy is becoming a young lady--and must, therefore, be removed
from the scenes of rusticity and violence, She is taken to the Isle of Mona and the
castle at Dinas Rhydnant to be taught proper court manners; unfortunately for those
plans, the evil Achren makes her appearance again to spirit the girl away. 4nd Taran,

Fflam, Guydion, Gurgi, and young Prince Rhun of the Isle (something of an accidente
prone bumblor) attempt to rescue her.

(8)
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The fourth novel is TARAI! WANDERER, Since Taran has ro knowiedge of his origins,
he adopts "Wanderer™ as his surneme and tries to replace it with his true name. Ids
hunt to discover who lie really is occupies this, the most Odyssey-like of the series.
It is the most fragmented book--and the nost filled with "lessons." There is less
action and mwore learning here than in the preceding books.

But it is nonetheless exciting, it introduces ancther memorable group of charac-
ters, and it is integral to the series. It may stand alone less well than the other
boolts, but it supports them best., Since, by tids point, the reader cares about Tar-
an, he cares about this book=e~which prepares the scene for the final book, the end
of the series,

THE HIGH KING is a book about which IV11l simply quote comments made by Alexander
in February 1968, ™I'm practically cioking to tell you what it's about, especially
the mystery about Taran., Jut I've kepl it a secret this long, I'm bound and deter-
mined to go all the way to publication date &harch 13.  s.ofou might already have
guessed the resolution~~well, I won!t say anyone could really guess, There are no
specific previous clues (yes there are, in a way); or, put it that the vhole sense
of the book and its general attitude is one big clue, You could deduce (not guess)
the end by sort of working from the inside out. sse-mt I can tell you--and this, I'm
sure, you must have foreseen--the background is a Prydain-wide war, good against
evil., I know the use of a final big kattle is comparable to Tolkien, But, given
the heroic romance genre and conventions, it's inevitable, almost an obligatory
scenes, I1t's also standard in the genuine mythelogies. Sut the ending in THE HIGH
[INGe-ah, that!s something else again,"

It11 say no more than that, Reviewers who give away the ending to a work spamning
fivo years in publishing alone are a breed to be ostrasized., I will only say that
I found the book the perfect ending to the epic,

According to Alexander, the tales take place roughly in the fifth century A.D. in
a2 rough equivalent of Wales,

In a speech made to children in the fall of 1966, Alexander claimed that his rea-
son for writing the series was that he had read most of the fairy stories around and,
therefore, decided to urite his omm. With the need facing him to inveant a country
for the action of his tale, he turned to Wales, a2 country in which he had spent some
time, He let the thought of that country carry him from that point.

He went on to say that he didn!t want to invent a big, flashy hero, preferring to
deal with an ordinary person--and he couldnttthink of anyone more “ordinary" than a
pig-keeper, An Assistant Pig-Keeper, at that, And he wanted 2 princess he could
believe in and, "since girls never stop talking," he invented the garrulous Eilonuy,
For other characters; he piclzed traits from himself, he claimed: from his cowardice
grew the character of Gurgi; from his trying to do the impossible and failing (with
growing bad temper) came Doli; a tendency to exaggerate was itself exaggerated in
Fflewddur~-and s¢ on,

Actually, he told me later, the process was not as simple-~or as deliberate, He
began with the MABINCGION, steeping himself in it. §is original idea, in fact, had
been sinply to produce a children!s version of the HABINOGICH. iHe soon discovered
that it (1) just wasn't suited to being rewrititen for teenagers (being extremely
disjointed, complicated, and not even written in one era), (2) was a fascinating
vork, and (3) was full of extremely stimulating ideas for Yoriginal" works. He did
further research (it is interesting that ho couldnit get the Ellis and Lloyd trans-
lation and had to work with the Guest .and Zveryman editions), which included Mall
sorts of volumes from anthropolozy to the writings of an eighteenth-century Welsh
clergyman,

This was the Rev. Edward Davies, '"The book I had, from Swarthmore College Library,
was 'Mythology and Rites of British Druids' (dated 1809=--so technically, I suppose I
should have said 19th Century. 1 didn't, because he lived mainly in the 16th Cen~-
tury, and 19th Century would have been misleadingly Victorianesounding). Robert
Graves, in THE WHITE GODDESS, mentions Davios as Ybrilliant but hopelessly erratict
but says he was on the right track in sensing an alphabet secret in the pied verses
of the Cad Goddeu, the !3attle of Trees.! Ifve long since returned the Look to the



~ library, but my recollection is that Davies honest-
2 W) 1y believed Noah'!s ark landed in Walesi The first
' ) portion of his book is a long explanation of this
\/\Tﬂ) thesis and how it relates to Welsh Druidism (he
: \\‘ 1) must have been a druid in his secret heartl).

B Anyvhow, later on, he gives iumercus Nnames,
characters, religious figures, etc, I think he de~
fined the guythaints as 'birds of wrath.'! In addi-
tion to them, he gave me the idea for iiedwyn (I
thouzht of that name) as Noan., Davies, in fact,
called him 'Hevvyd Nav ileivion? (which I also uged)
and translates it as 'The Celestial Lord Neivion.!!

Aleander needed a particular type of character
and bogged down in his creation until awaking sud-
3 denly with Gurgi almost complete in his rrind one
THE CASTLE OF LLYR morning--except that he wanted the chara::ter tc'; be
evil and Gurgl wouldn't fit that mold. "Gurgi's

LLYAN E FFLEWDDUR FFLAM  nane and a little of his personality comes from

Davies, too. I noticed an entry, M"Gurgli Garliwyd,

half dog, half man, hideous and gray.’! It caught

ny eye, it sounded as if it might be villainous
enough (this was vhen I was still thinking of Gurgi as a sinister character), but it
Just didn't jell. Then, finally, at 4 Al one day, Gurgl appeared as you know him."

But, in the first novel especially, the MABINOGION holds sway, and Alexander applies
it neatly to his owm work, Iile comments in one of hisg "Notes! that MArawm, the dread
Lord of annuvin, comes from the lMabinogion...though in Prydain he is considerably nore
villainous, And there is an authentic mythological basis for dAraun!s cauldron, Hen
Wen the oracular pig, the old enchanter Dallben, and others."! (Taran, .ilonuy, and
event Prydain, however, are Alexanderts owm,)

One exanple may make the dorivations clear, Alexander!s Cauldron e

.

has been mentioned., But the Cauldron is hardly as menacing in the ""w:- ;
]

\
source material, It is in BRAMWEN, THE DAUGHTER OF IIYR (Second iz )
Branch) (in RB31; WBAL-45):

ind I will augment the atonement to you also,!" said
Bendigaid Fran, "I will give you a cauldron, and the 4
property of the cauldron is that if a man be slain
today, and be cast into the cauldron, by to-morrow
he will be as well as he was at the best, except that
he will not have the power of speech,!

(£11is and Lloyd note that this is the introduction of the
Ifeauldron of regeneration,” which plays an important part in
Celtic'myth, It is sometimes referred to as the Tcauldron of in-
spiration,?! the origin of all poetry and arts...and it seems also
to be connected with the 'mys,! which developed into the doly
Grail." ot a menacing concent.)

The end of the cauldron in BRANWEN (WB 563 E3 39«40) is as
follows:

o 4
<5 T\

Then the Irish began to kindle a fire under the
cauldron of regeneration, and the dead bodiaes tere
cast into the cauldron until it was full, and next
day, in the morning, they arose, fighting men as good
as before, oxcept that they were not able

to spealr. Then vhen Efnissyen &Luho v /
had caused the batile to begin with} THE CASTLE |
saw that the dead bedies of the men OF tiYR

of the Island of the Mighty were not ONWY L
being reanimated anyshere, it came EILONWY
into his thought, '0h, Geod,! said



he, 'woe is me that I have
been the cause of this de- TARAN WANDERER
struction of the men of
the Island of the Mighty. MORDA

Evil betide me,! said he,

1if I find not a deliv-

erance from this,! Aand

he wallowed among the dead

bodies of the Irish; and tuwo unshod Irxishmen
came upon him, andfluag him into the cauldron,
in the guise of an Irishman. And he stretched
hinself out in the cauldron, till he rent the
cauldron into four fragments, and burst bhis owa
heart also.

It's interesting to compare whal happens
to the original Cauldron with what happens
to Alexander's in THE BLACK CAULDRON, (Ho,
I won't tell yous itfs the climax of the
bOOkl)

Ahlexander, then, turned an instrument /
of good into one of evil, However, he /
turned a reprobate into a monument of
bravery, wit, aad perfoction in the char- {

acter of Gﬁydionoas
Taran idolizes Gwydion; a hero, a bard, a
Prince of tho House of Don, Guydion behaves in exem=
plary fashion and guides the boy wisely in his actions. /

In MATH, Guydyon was something of a Ulysses type, treacherously caus-
ing a battle in order to permit his brother, Gilfaethwy, to rape his uncle.
Math!s mistress/servant, Goewin, while Math was in battle, After Gilfaethwy had
finished with Goewrin, Guydyon fousht Matn's opponent in single combat. "And by
rouerful. strength and fierceness. and by magic ard charms Guydyon congquered, and
Pryderi was slain.” (WB 89; RBOGY) He didn't even fight fairly,

When Math found out what his nephews had done, he avenged himself by (pay at-
tention, now) turning Gilfaethwy intc a hind and Guwydyon intc a stag until they
produced g fawn. Then he turnsd Gilfeetnwy into a boar and Guydyon into a sow un-
til they produced a piglet. Then he turned Gilfasthwy into a weolf-bitch and Guy-
dyon into a wolf~dog until they produced a cuk. (Their young were then turned ine
to their sons, by the way,) Not quite vhat yould expect from a hero.

Guwydyon did, in fact, go on to slightly more praiseworthy adventures, but he
remains an odd character for iaran to talte as hiis idol in the Prydain stories.
Wnich Alexander happily admits,

Ty

sopecially in the first novel, Tollkien comes teo mind as the rcader proceeds,.
Alexander is, himself, an enormous admirer of Tollden and, when it was mentioned to
i that one person feels that Alexander!s work surpasses that of J«R.ReT., Alex-
ander vigorously denied that it does.

Yet, he feels that his worlt ig not so much dorivative of Tolkien as it is. taken
from a common source with Tolkein, belonging to the same Yechool" as C.S. Lewis and
Alan Garner.,

The reader does note many similarities to Tolkien. The Companions and the Fel-
lowship are mutually reminiscent; Taran reminds of Frodo, Gurgl ("0 mighty prince,
Gurgl is sorry; and now he will be smacked oi1 his poor tender head by the strong
hands of this gyeat lord, with fearscme smackings... Poor humble Gurgl is always
Taithful to mighty lordse-whalt joy to serve them, even with shakings and breake
ings,") smacks of Gollum, without the latter?s menace; the evil of the Cauldron
and Arawn's magic remind of the Ring and Sauron's enchentments. And, of course,
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the Land of Annuvin and that of Mordor (though one is northewest and the other is
south-east) are parallels.

Tolkien and Alexander have moral purpose behind their writings, Alexander, espe-
cially in BOOK, WANDERER, and KING, tends to slightly more didacticism, '"Neither re=-
fuse to give help when it is needed,..nor refuse to accept it when it is offered,” "1t
is not given to men to know the ends of their journeys... It may be that you will never
return to the places dearest to you, 3ut bou can that matter, if vhat you must do is
here and now?!" ",,.there are times when the seeling counts more than the finding."
",esthe looms weaves only the pattern set upon it." Yet it is not heavy-ihanded teach-
ing and, since the series is based on the learning and maturing process of Taran (and
is not THE IORD OF THE RINGS based in part on the learning and maturing process of
Frodo?), a certain amount is not out of place,

Alexander!s books are fastemoving and memorable, His charactors are vividiy drawm,
And, among sword=-and=-sorcery epics, the tales of the Companions of Prydain are among
the best, The characters involve the reader-~-to a point he doesn!t realize until in
KING the tlireat of the loss of the Lleast of them is a terrible thing.

When asked whether he was dissatisfied with anything in the series, Alexander an-
swored, "Yess I wish I'd been able to malke them bettere~and I mean tihis sincerely., I
think if T had been older, wiser, and with more talent I could have improved them. The
disheartening paradox is that you can't write a book any better until after you've al-
ready written it; then, of course, it's too late. Welil, live and learn. liaybe the
next will be better,

"Be that as it may, I've never been so nmuech in love with a work as I've been with
the Prydain books. Good or bad, writing them has been the greatest joy in creation
that I've experienced, I'm hearibroken at coming to the end. Someday, maybe in a few
years (unen I'11 surely be older and hopefully be wiser), there are some more things to
be said about Prydain and T hope I!'ll be able to say them."

It is worth any fan's time to tale a look at these books in his local library, at
least. Coll takes only a few minutes to read (though time should be spent looking at
the pictures, too)., &nd THE BOOK OF THREE and THE BLACK CAULDRON shouwld be in the
library, Try them in order, too. THE HIGH KING is the most moving of the books but
does not stand alone, (And don't read the Author's ilote until you!ve finished the
took.) Alexander deserves to be noticed in the fantasy field. lNotice him. If you
enjoy his work as much as you probably will, buy his booleé. Theylre worth the money,

If youlre feeling impoverished, Alexander thinks there 1vill be a paperback edition.
"Hardcover volumes are being published in England, and right now I'm negotiating with
a German publisher who wants to translate them, The books are doing well. They're
all AJL.As Notables so far, and I saw that the ilew York Times voted TARAN WANDERER one
of the best of the year." That's how things stand currently with the epic, Try it.

And, if you still think these books are just for kids, try this sample from the
Norns, here in.the guise of Orddu, Orwen, and Orzoclu

"There was a frog, some time ago,” Orddu went on cheerfuily, "I
remenber hin well, poor dear; never sure whether he was a land creature,
wio liked swimming under water, or a water creature, who like sunning
hinself on logs. We turned him into a stork with a keen appetite for
frogs, and from then on he had no doubts as to who he was--nor did the
other frogs, for the matter of that., We would gladly do the same for
you,"

Will anyone xnowing the current address of Pete Singleton and/or Han Braude let us
know? I seem to have fouled up my records again, Oh yes; one of Dan Adkins?! copies
wvas returned to us, too -- new address for Dan? (Ordinariiy I would not go to all
this cffort ~=- if necessary I'll even dig thru back copies of newslstters to check
address changes == but Singleton just subscribed, while Adicins and Braude rate as
special cases,) RSC
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Rilphaville,Y like many of Jean Luc Godard!'s films, is such a mizfture of ideas

that it may catch the viewer off guard, It is a science~fiction film in the sense

hat it takes place in the future, 3ut it is filmed in today's world without sets,
It is also the tongue-in~chesk story of a secret agent, Lemay Caution (Agent CO03),
wvho is posing as neuspaper reporter Ivan Johnson from [Figaro FPravda.

Caution arrives in Alphaville from the Outerlands in search of Dx, Von Braun,
Loonard Von 3raun, vhose giant cowputer, Alpha 60, runs 2ll of Alphaville, Alpha 60,
it is explained, Ycalculates and prediets results wihich will determine life in Al-
phaville."” The computer itself tells Caution, "My decisions serve the comrmon good,.!

Caution is the secret agent who responds irnmediately with a gun, in the fashion
of most of today's cinema secrot agents, Jut he is also an agent fighting the in-
humane technological society whiclh he calls "the logical instrument of the destruce
tion of man,"

In Alphaville, he learns, people must adjust to the decisions of Alpha 60, Those
who do not are driven to suicide, If they do not commit suiecidas, they are executed,
and we see one such execution scene. Ifen are shot over a swimming pool and, when
thoy fall, lnife~wielding women dive after them to complete the execution,

"They behaved illogically,! Natasha Von Braun, daughter of Dr. Von Sraun, tells
Cautions One wept when his wife died. Another shouls such condemned words as
"ove, faith, courage, tenderness" as he meets his death, :

The Bible in Alphaville is a dictionary and new editions continually replace the
old, M"llearly every day words disappear," |latasha tells Caution. "They are con-
demned.," Conscience and other words no longer exist, which is to be expected vhen
computers do everything, plan and think, for man,

dmotions are not permitted in Alphaville, either.

. When Caution sces Natasha beginning to cry after the executions, he asks, "Are
you erying?!

io," she brushes off his question, "it's forbidden.™

There is no love, only sei, and men, including Caution (although he rejects them)
are supplied with women, numbers stencilled across their shoulders, from a special
unit, Again it is not only an interpretation of present-day society set in the
future, but also a satire on spy thrillers in which the hero always has a supply of
wemen for sexual gratification.

Caution, however, teaches Natasha the beginnings of love in a beautiful, slow=
moving scene, shadows covering much of their faces, in contrast to the speed with
which the rest of the film moves, and the cold direct lighting that fills these
scenes,

sut llatasha was not born in Alphaville, She came to the galactic capital with
her father., iiere, with the traveling Von Brauns, we sec that Godard was more than
Jjust having fun with names when he chose the name Von ZBraun. For Werner Von Sraun,
who 1s such an important figure in U,S, military science, cane to the U.3. from Ger~
many, widicn he had served during the Wazi ora,

Cne character even telils Caution, "You just want him for yourselves.! But it is
cleay Caution doosn't. Caution dogesn't want the symbolic Von Draun anywhere, does~
n't think he belongs in society. A
NS



Von Sraun has replaced Dr. Nosferatu, we learn. Nose
feratu was, of course, the first f£ilm Dracula and we chuckle
over this use of names, Jut again there is meaning benind
the choice of 3 name.

Dracula sucks life from othe

V3 ers, Von 3raun or modern technology
is the new Dracula, sucking life from
Wails

(There is also a Dre Ekyll and Dr.
Jekyll, again a funny play on names, but
it also slhiows that there are not two sides
to man, just one, in the modern technologi=-
cal world,)
The fact that the film is shot on
present-day locations doesntt matter, Godard
is too gquick and brilliant with his use of the
medium to give the viewer time to become pre-
occupied wilth this seeming inconsistency.

aut it also shows that Alphaville is not just

a development from modern life, but a part of

modern life.

The film opens with a brief mention
that "reality is too complex, Fiction inter-
prets reality to make it real,!

And the film "Alphaville" is merely an interpretation of many things Godard sees in
prosent-day reality, .

A machine, with the 2id of Von .raun, not only runs Alphaville, but machines have
their own fun with people. The only "joke" in the film occurs when Caution passes a
vending machine which reads “insert coin." Caution deposits a coin and cut drops a
card saying simply "Thark you.," It is today's vending machine, which through mech-
anical failure returns nothing, carried one step.further.

Caution is able to destroy Alphaville just as it ig about to attack and destroy the
Outerlands, First he messes up Alpha 60 by giving it plhilosophical and intellectual
answers, instead of simply thoughtless responses, when interviewed by it on two occa-
sions., He also kills Von Braun,

Alphaville is left with its citizens helpless, crawling and groping about, "They
are not all dead," Caution tells Watasha as they flee the city together. "They may
even become as happy as the people of Florence,”

Caution also warns her as they leave Alphaville (and the words could also apply to
those still alive in the galactic capital, and to all of us): "Youlve got to make it
on your oum,"

"Alphaville!" is a fragmentary film, just as are most of Godardls other films which
he has written ~=- 'The Married Woman," "A Woman Is a Woman," "My Life to Live," and
so ohs (itks two best krown films are rooted in material by others -- "Breathless" on
an idea by Francois Truffaut and "Contempt" on a book by Alberto roravia,) But Gode
ard!s films are so personal that he can do this successfully. They are conceived and
filmed as a series of fragments without relying on traditional story development.

Thus, They don't fail as did Truffaut's FAHRENHEIT 451, Truffaut is somewhat frag=
mentary in nis treatments, more concerned with a series of ineidents, but here he tried
to handle a book and an idea that rely on story development, . Godard would have thrown
avay the story development and used s o'm varsions of fragments from the novel to get
across points and provide excitement,

In "alphaville” Caution is told, M"Ho one lived in tho past, no one will live in the
future." When machines run lives, past and future are of no importance to' people.

ihis idea of no past and no future is made in another French film, Clwris Marker's
short film "Lo Jeteo." This is a beautiful, slow moving film told through still shots
and narration, Only once does a ssemingly still shot "come alive," When the narrator
Icigses a girl, she blinks her eyes. She shows this response to ancther human being
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when 1n other scenes stills emphasize that there is no response,

The film takes place when an atomic attack dectroys mankind., 4 few people are
still 1iving underground and are trying to send people out into the past or future,
because this is what they need to survive -~ a past and a future. OSut in the future,
those who nhave started a new life reject them. The narrator then wants to be resu
turned to the past, to again see and this time meet a woman whose face and smile at-
tracted iin shortly before the world exploded. He is returned to the past, but as
he moves toward her he is slhiot and killed by a fisure from the future who has fol-
dowed him,

There cannot be a past or a future other than due to the advancement of science -~
atomic destruction--just as there couldn!t be in the scientific world of ™iliphaville."

"Le Jetee! is film poetry at its most beautiful., Winner of the Golden Asteroid at
the Trieste Science Fiction Fostival; the International Film Critics! Prize; the
Frisx Jean Vigo; and the Ducat of Gold at the hiannhein Film Festival, it should not be
missed,

When I switched over to bullk mailing of YAWDRO, I had to count up the zailing list
by states (any state receiving 10 or more copies gets a separate bundle). Being
loath to waste all this work, I thoughlt some of our statistical-rinded readers
might enjoy seeing the brealidovm, This particular list is good only for YAHDRO
179, as the numbers vary somewhat from issue to issue. (It!s late because I was
vaiting for a stencil needing this sized filler item,) So - YAIDRO readership by
states:

Hew York ~emseme= 5 Hontana =wmme—mn S Australia wemwwea 4
Californis w=w——w== Hevada —mommme—aw 1 Svweden m=—eem—ma—- 3
Indiang —==—e—= —-—— 138 iley ilampshire me= 1 Germany —eeme——eo— 1
0hig ==rmem—m————— 17 Olilahoma mmewees—e ] Japan —ememmwmew-- ]
11151038 =em—mrmem 1l Netherlands =m—n- 1
ichigan =m—rmeew. 13 FORAXGIT COUNTRILS SiNEApore =mmme== 1
Newr Jorgey wesm-—— 11 Spain ~eeememm— 1
Pennsylvania wee== 10 Great Britain & Switzerlang —eeme= 1
TONAL =mwamr———— g Vorthern Ireland =- 14

ilassachusetts we= 7 Canada 12

IR ssourl =meme—mew 6

Virginia we—eecoem— 5

Florida -—=—cm—ma- 5

Connecticut ~me—=— 4

TOilieS588 m—irasemis Ly

Oregon mmrme—aw—w L

Minnesota =—mwmwe= L

Haryland ~eewme—

New Hoxlcp —=—w-—

Wisconsin mmeve—w

North Carolina ==

Arizona —wm—e————

3

3

3

2
AYKansas wwmsamee 2
louisiang ==—eme=w 2
Colorado ===wmmewmew 2
fnodo Island —e=- 2
South Carolina =~ 2
2

2

1

1

1

1

1

Utah memsmmaawe e
Washinglon =w=——e==
Alabama il
Delavare m-em—aae
A 3 T T e —

Kentucky —wemamwe
Missisgippl ===




0071+ A SPACE ODYSSEY
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************ 7 RICHARD DELAP

- 2001+ & SPACE QDYSSEY released DLy :-etro-Gotdduyn-wayer,
featurinz: leir Dullea Fary Lockwood with Willian Sylvester
and the voice of Douglas ain as .ial 9000.
produced and directed by Stanley Lubrici:,
sereenplay by Stanley iubrick and Arthur C, Clarke.
photozraphied by Geoffrey Unsworth additional photography by John Aleott.

If you are expecting science-fiction melodrama along the lines of FORBIDDEN PLAEET
or the recent PLANET OF THE APES, you may as well alter your eipectations as of right
now, Many crities have already accused titis film of Loing boring, while in the same
breath admitting it is visually stunning to look at (whieh is incongruous no matter
howr you slice it,) Stanley Kubrick, who has made fiims from the classic (DR. STRANGE-
IOVE etc, and PATHS OF GIORY) to the moronic (the aborted IOLITA, for exmample), has
Wit his stride with 2001, which may woll be the Dast exanple ever in expert blending
of profound prediction and technical superiority in the science-fiction genre,

The film opens with a prolog depicting man's emergence freom higs animal beginnings,
Lut making the point that although man has come a great mental distance, s animal
urges of violence remain strongly within hinm to the very year of the film's eventual
sotting., The shift from pre-history to 2001 is stylistically accomplished as an ape=-
man, smashing his way to superiority with a large bone, throws his primitive weapon
into the sky as the scene shifts magically to a sleek, shiring spacecrait of the fut-
ure.

From this point until the mid-way intermission, a colllage of scenes, depicting
the advances of sclence in maakind}s reaci for the stars, gives the audience a picture
of the greatest challenges and initial triuvmphs in the conguest of space: the pargan-
tuan space satellite, accepted-as-commonplace shutile siips and the long~awvaited moon
base. Some nicely humerous touches are injected by taliing familiar organizations and
placing them in space, as tiacy will most probably be at this future date~~for example:
doward Johnson!s satellite catering, Pan-An svbace ships, the Orbiter Hilton and tele-
vision phones by Bell. A somber note is brouzht up within these proceedings, however,
as a gilant black monolith is discovered buried on the moon, a construction identiecal
to the one discovered by the ape-men in the opening sequence, Is this strange object,
vafting magnetic emanations that led to its discovery, in some way connected with mants
remarkable advancement from the beginninzg? Scientists are baffled and it ig obvious
that the strange object is not a natural formation or of human origin., 7The monolith!s
signals seem aimed at Jupiter and Man, his curiosity whetted, launches a spaceship
headed for the glant of our solar systemn to discovere..what?

The groat voyage is soon undervay. l'ive astronauts are aboard, thres of them in
hibernation., The two that remain mobile during the voyage (Dullez and Loclwood) have
more than thenselves for company, for with them is Hal 9000, a talking conputer that
{or should I say whor; is responsivle for correlating all information and running the
siip with the perfectlon that only a machine can command, The $750,000 centrifuge set,
used in this sequence depicting where and how men shall live day to day on such an ad-
venture, 1g perhaps the most remarkable set ever used in a film,



But trouble develops along the way when liall refuses to acknowledge 2 mineor dam-
age to the ship that demands immediate repair if the trip is to continue, Loclkwood
exits the ship to make this repair but is nysteriously killed during the action,
Dullea, seeking to rescue his companion, also exits the ship in 2 space-pod. iial
then refuses the astronaut re-entry, revealing its (his?) decision to proceed with
the mission alone and adnitting to the murder of the other map as a duty, emotion-
lessly and easily carried out, To ewentually rmalke re-entry, Dullea must go unpro-
tected through the wacuum of space in a aramatic episode developed from one of
Clarke!s shoxrt stories "Take a Decp 3reath." Once inside, tho astronaut performs a
"lobotomy" on ilal, Lleaving the computer tith only the abilities needod to keep the
ship operable.

The film's climam, with all its metephysical lecanings and implications, includes
a wild, psychedelic vhirl through time and space as Dyllea, the lone livinz astro-
nant of this longest journey, reaches Jupiter and is limediately plunged into a state
of exfistence that transcends anything a man has ever lknowms The astronaut watches
" hinself die and beconme re-born, perhaps implying that to the year 2001, Man has only
been experiencing growth in and emergence from the womb, and is finally able to
energe into his 'real! destiny with tiae unexplained assistance from an intelligence
that humankind is only now ready to meet and acknowledge,

Technically, the film is undoubtedly the most superb creathn of all time. iuw
bricl:, who personally designed the special effects, has created a world that (with
Tuel:) will somebody soon be seen for real. althoush there must have been consider-
able wminiature worl: for the space stations and ships, not a singlo.frame of it looks
falced, and it is a sure bet that next springts special effects Oscar will go to this
multi-talented director, Unsworth's plotography is always sharp and detailed, avoide
ing the pretentiousness of too many 'tricky' angles and other nhotographic hoopla.
No original music score was uwritten for the film; instead, Lubriclk incorporated clas-
gic' pleces of music to notable effect, especially the use of the flowing Blue Danube
waltz as background to the ships moving through the infinite openhngs of spaco.

A sincere, deeply moving film, 2001 will make audiences linger over the possibil~
ity that man is not alone, nor assuredily supreme, in the great expanse of creation
that we call The Universe.
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Lewis Grant died Saturday the 13th. of heart
attack while attending Wilcon at the Stopast
in Wilmot, Wisconsin,

Born Aug. 19, 1929 - member of lensa, Zthical
Society, Humanist lecturer, original member
of Rocket Sociely, original nember of Univer-
sity of Chicago Science Fiction club,

Body was given to University of iarquette,
tiilvaukee, Wisconsin, for researcn,

We will miss hin deeply.

Martha Beclk



Lee Hoffman, 3asement, 54 E 7 St., New Yori, lH.Y., 10003

Regarding gun control laws, Eds leed says, "I see nothing wrong in making it il-
legal for'a criminal to have an unregistered firearm or for him (especially) to com~
mit a erime with it." Well, I hear tell it is already illegal for anyone to commit
any crime with or without a firearm, regardless of uhether or not it is registered.

I also hear tell that it is unconstitutional to Yinfringe" the right of the people
to keep and bear arms. This would lead me to believe that the only lLegal way for
the govermment to legislate ageinst the possossion of firearms would be by Constitue
tional amendment, Any umnconstitutional legislation tends to undermine the entire
Constitution., When the people support passage of unconstitutional laws, they invite
nore such lavs.

It would be awfully nice if we had only legal laws, then the people could depend
on the Constitution as outlining their rights, and that the lavs we had were properly
enforced, 3ut, of course, this is just an idealist's idle dream,

Here in NYC, for many decades the police have decided who may and may not rosuess
hand_uns, bEven so, every year many crimes are committed with handguns, 1It'd like to
see statistics on how many of them were legally in the rossession of criminals,

I would hesitate to suggest that any of the bhandsuns confiscated by the police are
not destroyed but are passed on throuzh the local blaclmarket to the criminal trade.

A*friend of mino has suggested that if stringent anti-gun laws are passed nation-
wide, we will see a rash of cops being lrilled for thelr weapons. We might also ses
a sharp increase in the price of firearms on the black market, making this a much
more profitable operation than it is now, expanding

it into the class of big business that dope pre~
sently is. Unfortunately, the profits of crime
are non-taxable...

Well, welll probably get anti-gun leglse
lation, legal or not, The masses of people seem
to be of the opinion that scratching at the sores

will cure smallpoi, or something on that order.

Bill Donaho makes a couple of statements

that interest me. He says "It is obvious that

an artist who earns his living thru his work is

a professional, and as gsuch he has attained a

recognized level of competence and discipline,

It is unfair to amateurs to ask them to compete

on an equal Jlevel with professionals." but he

also says the Art Show doesntt want the parti-
cipation of an artist who makes his living

"primarily thru the sale of s~f or fantasy art.™

That "s-f or fantasy! seems to me to be a pecu=

liar restriction and rather an unrealistic one
in terms of competence and discipline. Accord-
ing to the ruling, should Salvadore Dali or Nore
man Rockwell, or whoever is currently the darl-
ing of the kuseun of Modern Art, choose he could
participate in the Art Show in competition with
all the other anateurs,
311l seems to be trying to justify the limit-




ing of non-participanis to s-f and fantasy
professionals by. saying YProfessionals in
one field are frequently amateurs in
another,.." but isn?t the same profes-
tional competence and discipline in-
volved whether the artist does s¢-f work,
calendar art or SatiZvePost covers? Is
it logical to use subject matter in a
criteria of competence? Is it reason=
able and fair to the amateurs to bar
somte professionals, but not others?

I don't get it.

/I suspect Bill was thinking that
only s=f or fantasy artists would
ever onter the shotr, Llowever, the
statement is interesting in an-
other way., Professional artists
are barred from participating in
the TAK Art Show, by order of the
Con Cormittes, but professionsl
artists are allowed to partici-
pate for the dest FAN Artist award,

1so by order of the Con Commit-—
tee. What constitutes a fan? Ac-
cording to Donaho, your status de-
pends on what part of the con you
try to participate in. If Jack
Gaughan is fan enough to win a fan artist award, just why isn't he fan
enough to participate in a fan art show? RSC/

Richard Labonte, 971 ‘alkley Road, Ottawa 8, Ontario, CARADA

I'm glad to see someone else who feels wiserable if he missed an issue of a maga-
zine. & pocketbook is such an impersonal thin,; Amazing and Fantastic, even if the
stories are rotten, at least have personal touches..dull editorials, cheap paper,
shoddy layout. So I buy all the magazines, and borirow pockotiooks.

Andreu Phillips, 128 Oliver St., Daly City, California, S4014

Those increases in tne value of old money relative to new that you note aren't
really due to mistrust of the latter., The silver certificales were, until recently,
redeemable for a weight of silver that had increased in value through inflation to
approximately $1.80. I can't imagine why anyone was offoring “close to $2" for them
though -- the buyer would inevitably lose monsy on the deal. The same comment ap-
plies to the offer io buy silver quarters at 50¢ & -~ oven the old quarters never
contained (and do not contain nou) enough silver to make such a transaction profite-
able, even if you could get at it without breaking the law., 4re you sure the offer
wasn't conditional on the coins being uncirculated or somesuch?

Re guns" Youlve seen the latest ACIU interpretation of the relevant Amendment,
haven!'t you? I read it again, and it still doesn't seem to say Uthe right of the
militia to bear arms shall not be abridged.t I find it hard to take a builshit
document 1lilke the Constitulion serlously, but I eipect better of the ACLU than ap-
parent ilditeracy. I don't know wuhy,

A convenient modern definition of "facist" is anyone you don't like., Zxample:
during the recent demonstrations at San Francisco State by radical left students and
faculty, San Francisco’s Mayor alioto dencunced the demonstrators as "raecistsh, I
kid you not,

It's strangc how you and J. Brunner manage to tallz right past each other. The
change of priorities that takes place when you transform JB's list of conditions




Walca are in a country's self-interest to provide its inhabitants into one of Lhoped-
for-rights® seems more a result of non-communication than anything else.

The difficulty with eugenics is the impossibility of making any objective standards
of fitness, Hitler's rather crude application of eugenics is an example.

Query: do you really enjov reading sft This question was brought about by your re-
ply to D. Hutchison, I find the reading of sf to be more the more or less compulsory
satisfaction of a craving, rather than a source of pleasuwre. Am I just strange, (It's
called "ileading with youwr chin®,..)

Of course the New Left has a double standard of morality. It's the logical result
of 2 belief, largely unadnitted, that the ends justify the means.

sefore I forget; male sf authors on vomen: What wowan, however aggressive, does
not secretly desire to meet a ian capable of masterin, her? = ILin Carter.

With the(possible) exception of pornozraphy, I have never seen anything nearly as
bad in any field outside of sf,

Iﬂo, Jolm and I didn't miss communication that time (for once). What changes
Unational self-interestd into Yhoped-for-rightsd is John's qualifier, "for a
country that can afford to do sol. now many countries can afford it?//Whether
I enjoy reading stf or not depends entirely on the particular story being read.
I try to read most of them, so as rot to miss the good ones (avoiding a few
authors who, I have learned, are incapable of producing enjoyable stories).ng/

Andrey Platizky, 129=67th St., W.N.T., W.J., 07093

I have just read Yandro 182. I enjoyed it very much, However, I must say I dis-
agree witn the articles on gun control, The article on the first page about "irre-
sponsible snooting" in riots is true, however it is not the sole reason for wanting
firm gun control legislation. And who is badgering anyone? In a recent poll (not
to say polls are always right) 75% to 80% of the people of the U.S, want stricter gun
control laws., Hesponsible people shouldntt complain, They ecan still have their guns
and any pleasure (outside of l:illing people) gzained by having them vhile sick or dan=-
gerous people will be prohibited from having them., This would be for the good of re-
sponsible people all over the U,S,

Tuen there vag the little speech about how ",..argumente against guns are strictly
emotional and nobody is going to let a few facts get in his way." I take it, forgive
ne AT I'm urong, that by Farpguments against guns" you mean all arsuments. If so I
think you are terribly wrong. [irst of all there are plenty of ar wments in "facts"
for pun control legislation, If you wish I could go into this in a later letter. And
as for the emotion, maybe that is just what we need - a little emotion for those who
might have veen saved if we had stronger gun legislation in the past. If one life
could be saved by the establishment of stronger gun legislation the saving of that one

life would in my opinion be worth the time and effort used in getting stronger legis-
lation passed.

/By your statement of percentages, do I infer correctly that you feel that
it!'s perfectly all right to badger a minority? lJesponsible people can have
guns?t Well, if they're responsible white people, I suppose they can == may-
be, 1 gather youlve never been turned down for a gun permit because a de-
puty sheriff didn'!t like the nan your fathor worked for. I have. (The deputy
ldnself told me that was why.,) Do you really think that a local policeman -
or wioever administers the registration -- is competent to tell a "sick or
dangerous" person from anyone else? If they are, there are a lot of psychia-
trists who would 1like to know their methods. RSQ/

Henry Gross, 65-10 99th Street, Rego Park, N.i., 11374 .

Something occured to me the other day in relation to Pohl and Kornbluth using the
same story idea more than ance. If Heinlein can write so many stories about revolu-
tions, vhy can?t P&K use their idea more than once? Sure, GIADIATOR-AT-LAW used the
saile basic idea as SPACE MERCHANTS, the rest of the vook is different enough so that

)



it can be judged ag a separvate work, Just as THE MOON IS A HARSH IISTRESS can be
judged separate from "If This Goes On..", Why let Heinlein get away with it and
not Pohl and Kornbluth? Admittedly, having the world taken over Ly a certain group
is somewhat more obscure than the idea of a revelution, but in principle they have
to be considered as ideas of egual value.

I must gay that I hate to admit it but I have to agree with Ted White that STRANGe
ER is Heinlein's worst book. The only things that come close to being that bad are
NTf This Goes Ohee.' and THE PUPPET :ASTERS, though for entirely different reasons.
But I would rather have college kids readin. that instead of 1IORD OF THE RINGS, be=
cause 1 lnow many kids vho've read IOTR and wen’t go on to read any other sf or fan-
tasy; some uwon't read any other Tolliieni .4t least 1f they read STRAIGER they might
want to read other Heinlein and eventually other sf. 1 also wanted to comment on
White?s Ayn Rand article but I will leave that to people who are more articulate in
expressing their ideas than I am, I can't say 1'm surprised that you publislied it,
but T am surprised that you did not comuent on it? Zou don't believe that nonsense
that erotion is superior te logie, do you?

/T don!t think they're ideas of equal value., Revolutions are staple fo
fodder in stf; it's a basic plot that almost everyone has used, Who
else nas used the world-talien-over-by-morticians plot? =d.son ricCann-
and guess who he really is,) RSC/

Richard Delap. 1343 Bitting, Wichita, Kansas, 67203

Very, very much enjoyed Alesteid Panshints "Apology" in #182, aspiring writers cne
joy success storiesl, but the article was illuminating and well wmritten. RITE OF
PASSAGE, by the way, was a very impressive first novel, a strong stzrt on what will
possibly be an imprescive career.

Although Mr, Locke is quite entitled to his own opinion, I felt that his revieus
of Lafferty's boolis seemed to negate themseives as he kept trying to fuse alternate
opinions on the same book, and I never did figure out what he thought of PAST IASTER,
vhich is a far belter bogls than the ambiguous REEFS OF EARTH,

Apparently I'm a devotee of 'serious® s-f, for I liked Silverberg!s T.E MASKS
OF TIE, though it wacn't as original as THORNS, and one would have to be somewhat
jaded not to appreciate the shoel: ending,

Are Don & laggie Thompson really Frank | cAuliffe...if not, why the plug for
RATHER A VICIOUS GENTLEANT I liked the first Hesuliffe book.

Jinn and Lee Lavell!s comments on 5 LIILICK YEARS TC FARTH ucre corvect in that
is was a good film. However, I disagree that it was superior to the other Quater-
mass films, EARTH wag entertaining, but lacked the lhwman element that made the
first two films better-~tnan-average examples of the ;anre,

Can't agree conpletely with Kay Anderson's remariks on PLAVET OF THE APES but
mnst admit she has good reason to gripe about the Yrampant cutes” that stultify the
seript. 1 suggest she fry reading 2owllels hilarious novel to zet the satiric con-
tent in betier perspective...

[ipparentiy I'n rather jaded; a weck after I'd read it I couldn't even
remenber the ending of MASKS OF TLHE.// I don't even knouw the ending
of Zoulle's novel, since I couldn't force mysclf to finish the book.
Hoary old satire with all the originality and polished style of a re-
printed Stanton A. Coblentz novel.//I assume the Thompsons thought
fans might like the Hesuliffe taok., RSC/

Ted Serrill, 345 Plainfield Avenue, .dison, M.J,, 03817

sleizel Panshin asks vhat we readers thought of RITE CF PASSACE, For myself, I'n
glad he got it out of his system and is now going on to sther kinds of stories,

I did enjoy the Loolk; found it sufficiently engrossing to finish, although,
having read his 10,000 word short story, I knew the onding, when reached, would be
more interesting than the earlier sections. As a matter of fact, RITE is gquite a



tour de force, although I suspect that Panghin®s inner charac-

terization of .12 i1& the result of strictly an outside mascue
1line imagination and has no relationship to the conseious
thoughts that really go on in the head of a bright teenager,
Shets too tomboyish to be truo -- a real tomkoy probably has
far stranger thoughts and more neurotic ones.

I an not generally impressed by sl books that could just
as easily be set in the present or past, I don't read sf to
read character studies., That Panshin was zble to hold my
interest in a book of this type iv a tidy accomplishment.
viore power te hime. Dut I hope it's the only tine he tries it.

We need less, too, of autiors trying either to emulate Helne
lein ox respond to him. =zZither tivis has happened so often over
the years that It auwb to it by now, or I'm just stupid. I
have to plug for the first assumption when I say that it had
not occurred to e -~ deupite Panshinl!s ueinlein book == that

he was trying to create any kind of response to ileinlein, Nor did I
thinkz he was trying to emulate him, Heinlein is not the only autihor, contrary to what
some sf fans seem to thihk, who has rritten about juveniles, Panshin's admission de=
creases just so slightly my respeet for his book. No doubt Panshin would not write an
intensive critique of Heinlein unless he tas rather interested in the subject; but I
assumed it was an objective interest. I'm disappointed Pansiin was apparently emotion=
2lly interested, nost probably envious, 3Sut then, I suppose all aspiring authors, if
they have the talent in the first place, must pick some favorite to initially emulate
and try to nount.

Now that Panghin has a2 good jump on Heinlein!s shoulders, I trust he will strike
out on his owm. I have not read HEINLEIN IN DIMENSION, by the tay, and probably will
nots I've read just aboul everytliing written by Heinlein and enjoyed it alll! enjoyed
it a good deal more than his many carping detractors., .ut I've read Heinlein'!s works
only once. Unless I went baclk and read them all through azain,Panshin's boolt would be
ne:it to useless. I shall not read them twice, There are enough new things to read --
and old ones I haven't read -- to keen me busy for the rest of my life.

The only other comment I have, if I don't want to spend all afternoon on this letter,
is to say that I appreciate Panshin's ending in RITE. It took some courage for him to
have hius charactersvote for genocide. I think he substantiated their environment and
enclosed rationaie well enough to make it a feasible conclusion, But his ship society
is so wellebalanced that I wonder why :ila and others shouid have reacted ajainst it
to the extent they dids The seeds for her reaction, for erample, were in her ~=- Pan-
shin makes clear -- before she even trod on her test planet. But why were they in her?
Fanshin put them thers, I suspect, if one takes things back early enovgh, there is no
real rationale for the ship minority bearing thesec seeds of humane thinking. They might
just as easily = &nd in view of the type of society in the ship, more prebably -- not
have been tiere. It way an arbitrary decision by the author,

LI suppose Fanshin, if anyone, knows what he is tallcing about when he says Heinlein
would not have ended the book with a genocide, Jut vhy not? I thought it had been
wvoll established that Heinlein Is apt to write anything because he writes his boolks
from 2 ruthlessly objective viewpoint, disregarding his personal beliefs, whataver they
might De, Woalch 1g why carpers have never been able to reconcile, try as they mijht,
vooks lilce STAR SHIP TROOPERS, STRANGER, FARNHAL:, adg HOON, - (This would have been the
year for)a new Heinlein boolk, by the way, but there is none, Has he stopped uriting,
at last?

Or does ranshin mean that Heinlein, despite his objectivity, would not have the
courage to kill off a world in a book? If so, I wouldn't bet on it, Maybe, to answer
my owmn questions, I will have to buy HEIWLEIN IN DDMENSION someday.

[T have yet to see a society that has no rebels, and I doubt that one will
ever erdst. I had no objection to Miafs reaction, Lut some doubts about
her father's action, RSC/



Jolm S. Hateh, 12 Fine Hoad, Glens Falls, N,Y. 12801

ICST IN SPACE compatible to STAR TREX? Joyd Racburn has to be kidding. LiS'?s
seiontific baelizvround is practically non=existent; I admit that ST isn't perfect,
but at least itls belicvable, 1 don!t tihinl: Irwin Allen has any knowledge in the
field of astronomy at all. A pood eranple of IiS dialog is: "Welre getting close
to hore. Welve just pavsed Uranus and Arcturus,!" In another episode they bypass
farth and go ''shooting out of the other side of the Galaiy (all in a matter of sec-
onds), Ye Ghods lian] How Tast 2re they poing? Arcturus is about 36,1LeTs away and
the cdgo of the Galaxy is about 1500 L.ki.; there ncver is any mention of a warp or
hyper drive, and you can!it o that fast in this Universe. Supposedly they operate
on about © small canisters of Deubteriw; in the first place Deuterium is an isctope
of Lydrogen and at room tenperature is a gas. So how do they manage To keep liquid
liydrogen, with ne visible refrigeration unit, sitiing out in the sun? .let's face
it, IiS is primarily for tne Pre-Schnol Setl.

Why was it necessary for Kay Anderson to waste a page of fandro to repeat the en-
tire plot of PLANET OF THE APES, and thereby spoil it for those poor souls uhio have-
n't seen it yet? I think certain STreldiors are sore because they lknow ST will be
beaten out of a iugo nexxt year by one of the novies,

I'roul nott on be sure you hold any hard candy you plan to eat up to the light {irst.
uerets why, I was about to eat one of those blue mints tiae other day when I not-
iced a dark spot near the center, I held it up to the Lizht and inside you could
see the silhoustte of a black spot the size and shaps of a housefly., I broke it
open, but unfortunately it didn't come out in one piece, It wasn't a fiy, but I
don't know what it was. It was hard and black, Anyone have any ideas? 3y the way,
are yol using thimner paper for Yandro? It seens to be thiimer and lighter, altho
still the same number of pages {and just a2s good).

/1 dwnno; Lay's comments didn't spoil PLANET OF THE APES for me, though
they did erode most of my desire to sec the show. (The ordinary fan
review malkes no impression on me at all, but there are a few select
people whose opinions I am willing to use as guides in my viewing/road-
ing, and Kay Anderson happens to be one of them.) Personally I expect
to vote for 2001 for the nexrt drama .iuge.// landre paper is still Tuille
fone when we can get it, but occasionally ocur supplier sends us another
brand, and at 9%¢ a roam uve don't arzue., The other brands aren't sup=-
rosed to be thimmer, but they might be, RSC,
ite 2001, bev DeWeess remaried that it soecried in such an exceptional and
unusual category that perhaps it might be voted a special award all by
itself, quite apart from the regular Dramatic Presontation category, 1
foel she may have a quite valid point, having seen the film just a few
weeks ago., I can't recall anything == filmed or written -- in the field
that remotely approaches its effect on me. JWQ/

Donniy Lien, Lake Park, Hinnesota, 50554

Yhanks to your constant huckstering, I've also
been reading nirst ~ NIGHT OF THE GEWERALS, SOL=-
DICRST SZVOLT, and now I've started the Asch books.
I like hin, but I feel an awful ass carrying
around paperbvack editions of what looks like
" just-another-war-novel-iith~a=Naziwand~a-nude~
on-the~cover." I mean, I'i not the types..

I did resist the templtation to wear =
HicCarthy button whea I went for my physical, or
to scravl peace slogans on my backside with mag-
ic nmarker., &And a good thing, too.

From an ad on the back covers of some 1566
Ifs for the Duraclean Company (carpet cleaners),
a testimonial: $360 JOB FINLSHED IN ONE DAY, "I




did the Sorority uouse in one day for.$360, This business is in its infancy.” ...
H,LsB., Texas

:lice work if you can gelt it...and vhat does that do for your semse of wonder?

Road sign encountered in Kaensas: INTERSTAZE 23 - THIPORARY BEGIWNING.

Dittoiin Oklahoma (?) KEEP OFF CEUTER HEDIAN,

Joan Baez is Tiny Tim in drag - Any Vanderbilt spits in the showor ~ Ayn Rand is
Little Orphan Annie in comic strip form - I got an advertisement yesterday from a
Chineec fishing boat. If there!s one thing I can't stand, it's junic mail,

Someone told me that in San Francisco, he encountered a fellow leading a greyhound,
on the side of which was painted a bus., I like that,

Is Chayles Finney still worlding for tae {Tucson) Arizona Daily Star? I read it fow
9 months (no Freudianism intended) and don't knew how rinney is as a night editor,
but I do know that the paper desperately nceds a proofreader - at times, it made Be-
yond TInfinity look good, not only tyrographically, but in quality of the fiction (in
.the Star, they're called "“editorials'). Lveryone secms to be on strike against the
Star, just because it's a monopoly - tsk tsk., (There is another paper - far-right
wing compared to the Star?s strong-right-wing, Out they're published by the same. or-
ganization, thought editorial content is supposediy separate. The only independent
neuspaper in Tueson recently went out of business a couple of years ago. That was
the eutreme-ultra-right-wing one. Good old Tucson, where one meets a broad spectrum
of opinion - like from Reagan to Roclurell, Well, let's be fair - :Hion to Welch,)

This was all brought on by running across your T'inney article in 131, You've
veen the Pyramid edition of UNHOLY CITY, I trust - why no advance publicity this time?

Got an Ace price list the other day - first in years, Disquieted to see that they
no longer list their in-print sf in order by number, so that I can transfer it to my
ovn checklist. Instead, brolten dovm by ERB, Norton, Delany, Prof. Jameson, ete, ind
vhat!s this "recommended for schools" crap? Thoy recommend most of their doubles,
all of &3 and Jameson, most of Norton - but not BREAST HASTER and LORD OF THUMDER,
for some reason -~ all of Delany and AGENT QF TERRA, but not WEIRDSTONE OF BRISINGALEN
(is Ace ever going to reprint the sequel?), all of UNCLE, Verne, Star Wolf, stc, (but
not Kline), I mean, if IRB, vhy not Kine? If WITCH WORLD, why not BFAST IASTER?

If almost everything else, vhy not WEIRDSTOWE - wiich is a juvenile anyway, for Ghuls
salke? And for what lind of schools are Jameson, the :inor UNCLEs, the work of Jakes
and Petaja and the AGENT OF TERRA things recommended, anyuvay? Shades of "TV appre-
ciation" Cour5©5eese

Now then, which first? Ly Greatest Adventure or comments on 182, Hmm, The forme

Bemd thinic,

A fen years ago, "Grumblings" carried letters from two or three fang (I forget just

{ who) telling of their adventures in seeking out either fantsstic bargains or fantast

| ic highwvay robbery in obscure bookstores, .y mouth watered, and I vowed someday.s.

For the past 2. or 3 years, the only seconc~iiand Loolstore in Fargo-tioorhead has

| been malking mutiering noises about dickering for someone!s entire sf collection, After

! hearing the rumors two or three times from Good 01d Zrnie Campbell (of the Dakota Book

| .xchange, no less), I siopped seriously believing in them. Untile..

‘ July 12, 1968, Hark that day down, oh ye of little faith. I had been staying in
toun with friends since the night before, and on the morning of the 12th drifted around
the campus, uptovm, ete., returning to my tcmporary home for a noon beer. One of said
friends passed the vord on to me, and I began foaming at the mouth, I assumed he, not
being an sf fan, exaggerated: '“thousands"? *Mpulps"? 'two for a quarter? Still,
from his description of the groaning floor.of the shop and the frantic appearance of
Good Olld Zrnie Campbell, trying to reach me via grapevine, I realized there just might
be something there.,.. I instanter prevailed upon my friends for a ride, to which they
agreed ~ after they finished eating, I chewed fingernails, pounded my head against
the wall; they finished eating....then spent five minutes finding the car keys. I
nearly wept, 5

ded lights, traffie, twenty blocks,,..:comehov we made it. The car slowed down in

front of the store just long enough for me to leap out and run = literally - into the
store.
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Well, he hadn't exaggerated,

Toppling, swaying, seli-crnshing stacls of pulps began about one foobt inside the
doors I was on ny kitees in front of them and dizging 1like an epilectic gopher,
pulling out every sf title in sight - vhich nade up about 2/3rds of them. I checked,
confirined: two for a guarter, w and down the line.

Someone staggered by ne with a stack of Unknowms. The top one - there were a
dozeh or so ~ was one I lacked, now gone forever from me. I wept, kept digging,
shoveled the pwips in lots of 30 or 50 te Zinie and his assistant, who counted them

" as they came, shoved them aside, and dealt with my enemies who were walldng off with
other magazines before I could get to theri.

One of said enemies, satiated, took pity. "There!s more in the next aisle," he
said. PThe zood ones are there,"

Good onest True, most of the rapidly diminishing piles in front of ne vere of
the ilk of Future, Spaceship, SF Quarterly, ot al,..still, at less than cover price
and the great majority in beautiful condition]! I didn!t dare leave any pile until
I'd erxhausted it -~ and I could swear that somewhere in those heaps I'd already
claimed my feverish eyes had seen both issues of ldracle Science and Fantasy Stories.
plus dozens of Ghost Stordies, Terror Tales, Horror Stories...

Ernie reached under the counter, puiled up three comics., "Bids on these," he
remarked. 1, in the process of dumping another swaying stack in front of him, look-
ed up, I think the other twoe were both old FPlanet Coriics. I really should have
bought thems...but it slipped my mind when I noticed that the third was not really
a comic, but a fine copy o:[‘ the one and only igsue of Flash Gordon Strange Adventure
liazazine,

YA dollar and a half for that one," I shrieked, and got it,

Back to the stacks, I'd almost finished the pulps just inside the door now, and
had brecused through a few of The digest sizes ~ Avon Fantasy Readers, late 40%s Ag-
toundings, first issues of Galaxy and FGSF, ete,, throuing them into my own stacks
and lousing up the balance,

liow was the time to check the next aisle and see if ~ HAY - the pulps thers could
possibly match thege.

There were half again as many,

411 pulps - no digest sized mags here,

Condition still good.

I flopped dovm and started digging,.

Astounding; Unknoum, Weird Tales back to 1929, more Ghost Stories, Ierror rales,
Horror Stories, old Amazings, iundreds of Fantastic Adventures, startlinz, Wonder,

and Thrilling Wonder. Famous Jantastic Mvsteries, Fantastic lovels, 4. Herrit!s
Fantasy, the British (Neunes) Fantasy. Tales of i.agic and hystery (I swear to Ghul)

During the next two tours, only occasional whimpers escaped ne as I dug, clawed,
carried, staggered, dropped, trotited back, dug, claved..,.

..rnie walked by or over me a fetr times to get to the backroon, He explained that
that's vhere he was keoping the Arkham nardcovers,

The walls above the books were lined with original artwork. Lawrence's cover for
the July 1948 Jantastic novelc - blue monster creeping up on sleeping maiden - was
hanging directly above ne,

The bookshelves in the aisles were jammed full of old Avan paperbacks.

As my biil mounted higher and higher, Lrnie started giving me things. Free. The
Wallace Smith poxtfolio. An Argosy excerpt of "The Resurrection of Jimber=~Jau,"
.arritt and Bokts THBE FGX WOMEL AND THE BLUE PAGODA, numbered ard signed by 2ok,
The Arkham HOUSE ON THE BORDERLAND (mint) at a special price of $3. 4 first of Tud
KING IN YELIOW.

I kept digging, and digging, and at last it was over, for the moment., I pacied
then into a friend!s car, filling back seat, floor, and trunk; dragged them back to
ny temporary residence, culled out duplicates, brought them back to trade them in,
did the same thing the next day and bought more to boots I put in an evening hour
helping srhie price the hardeovers, and recoived more goodies ~ Arkhan's WEST INDIA
LIGHTS, a couple dozen vopies of the L3F reproductén of tlhe Finlay portfolio, I'm
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going back again this week, to pick up
,ﬂ*fﬁ?r=ﬁFJ$ : sone Ytheande=10th-rats choices that are
still a groeater bargain than any I!ve en~
countered in eight ysars of magazine cole
lecting,
As of last week, there were still plenty of

19405 Amazings and rantastie sdventures; hundreds of
detective pulps, scores of Avon pbs; mint Arkham hard-
covers (these and the artwork are going at collector?s
prices; the mags and pbs are all two for a quarter,
largely to clear then out and as a favor to his custom=-
ers from Good Qld, Great Cld, Wonderful Cld Hrnie Camp=
bell, whe was in the black within fifteen minutes of
opening shop anyuway) and other rare hardeovers = LORD

OF TERROR, the 3leiler CHECKLIST, etec, - many autographed -

van Yozt and iull, sob Tucker, Wollheim, Bok, Ray Palmer.
Some of these will be there for months, I suspect, since local
fans (me, for one) are too happy with the bargains we already have to start paying
honest prices again for a long, long time., The Lawrence cover is gone., So are THE
OUTSIDER and BEYOND THE WALL OF SLEEP - 1 saw them and touched them., So are all the
sf pulp goodieSessI got most of them, and others (including, according to rumor, the
first couple years of Weird Tales) went before I arrived, for which I'1ll never quite
forgive myself. DBut Yandro readers, looking for Arkhams or other rare bool:s in par-
ticular, might drop a line (Dakota Book Lxchange, rarge, N.D.) and see whatts still
around. {Unsolicited plug on my part for Lrnie, who is a Very Good Person,) He may
be willing to dicker. Tsell him Denny sent va.s.

The score? [ive hundred and ninety-siit pulps, one hundred and forty-three digest
mags (half of them ASF), twenty-nine bedsheet magazines, twenty-one paperbacks, five
hardcovers, and eight pieces of miscellany, plus the extra Finlay portfolios, plus
about 120 to 150 magazines that I'm reselling to dealers (and which will be gone by
the time Yandro readers see this), such as Ghost, Terror, Horror, ctc.

Total cost to me? One hundred and twentywodd dollars., By the time I resell the
avove, I'1l have made more than that.,

The above has been a long and sadistic literary orgasn, a paean of praise to my
new Elder God, Lrnle Campbell, a vicious backhand to the scores of Yandro readers who
will be weeping and drooling in frustration and in sheer hatred of myself (a logical
enough attitude at the best of times), and an apology in advance to George Wells and
my other corresrondents for not writing sooner = I'n poing to be a trifie busy playing
with my new toys for the remainder of vacation,

Yandro 182 impressed me much more than 181 ~ mainly because I haven't received 181
yet. 4re you turning inte a book review zine? Panshin on Panshin and locke on Laf-
ferty, plus'Golden Kinutes" and Juanitats recommendations add up to about half the zine

ais tine. I've only read five of the forty-one books reviewved, three of them years
ago, in earlier editions. Which is fine with me; I'd rather read your reviews than
actually read the crap itself any day,

< 0f the two that are fresh in my mind:

PAST HASIER is padded, occasionally dull, not "irrepressihly fumny,” and Itm not
sure about "profoundly symbolic". out "forgettable"? Scarcely. It has something -
and even if it didn't, il would no more be "forgetteblie" to me than the jingle in
THE DEMOLISHED iAW, . It throws out hooks into your head,

., lostly agree with your comments on BEST STORIES FRCM HEW WORIDS, but you made one
glaring boo=boo. Iiasson's story is of "a medieval time-traveler!? iHo, ne, nol 4
nistory buff like yourself showldn!'t drop lines like that. 1683 may be "Restoration!
or just "Seventeenth Century", but not"medieval",

T feel confused - for years, during Hugo time I'd usually read most or all of the
nominated fiction and seen none of the dramatic productions except a few TWILIGHT
ZONES, This year I've seen all five drama nominees, and have read exactly one quarter
of tho fiction possibles, FEither liacLuhan is getting to me, or my old Friday evening
ST=and=-beer-at-a-friend's parties chopped into my reading more than I knew. I don!t
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think I've even heard of gne or two of the nominses.

Hanlc Davig: Agree with you and 3ucl: that most Americans don't give a damn about
other peoples! property, However, if one has gotta be disrespectivl, the ideal place
to be digrespectful seems to me to be a place that charges $14% a night for a single
bedy..

Iowr commient on my telter: Buck, you live in a midwest farit area and you ask if
anyone taltes HUAC seriouuly? I combine rural niduest background uith Tucsen, Ariz-
ona, residence these days and get the worst of both worlds,

ilo neuspaper I've seen printed the Souvaina Fhousa request you mentioned, and the
ones I read are not the "liberal Democratic ones' (I didn't kuowv there were any, acte
wally), I would suspect a heoair, if only because it doesn!t sound like most of the
things Souvanna'ls been saying - or nas been reported as saying recently, whether it
be interpreted as request or advice, Though I suprose it might Le legit and sup-
pressed by a Liberal Flot.

ITon't politics wonderful? Just Idke fandoit.

Re kd Reed and your ansver, ameni - io your ansver. (ss IL've claimed before, I
may be a leftist, but I'n not totally oul of contact with reality or logic.) Of
course, the only presidential candidate coring out against gun control is Wallace,
and I can't quite see voling for him just because he had a streak of good senee on
tiils one issue..s. Correction: "ot too leng ago the liberals were screaming about
Ypolice brutality?..," - that should read "professional liberals." There is a dif-
ference, Really,

Quote from the Sept 1944 Famous Fantastic Lysteries, re a prorosed name change:
UAs your magazine is of the higher class of literature, the cover should always be re-
fined, Fanous Classics should be in large type. White with electric blue ocutline.
And Of Fantasy should be in a long band of color contrasting with the cover backe
ground, / The monster on the June cover does Laurence great credit....”

how does that grab you as filler? I think it's hilarious.

Tuo quotes from liencken to delight your heart: "An idealist is one who, 04 note-
icing that a rose smells better than a cabbage, concludes that it will also make
better soup."” And "The believing mind reaches its perihelion in the so~called Lib-
erals, They belioeve in each and every quack whe sets up his tooth on the fairgrownds,
including the Communists, The Communists have some talents too, but they always fall
sliort of believing in the Liberais,”

And just what is a registered Indiana Kepublican doing reading "liberal Democrat-
ic!" paperst

fGee, it used to be the stf mags that fans hid the covers of,..but arentt
the Kirst books worth it, thoush? (And when are you going to publish
gome moxe of them, Don Sensen? Gene DeWease got a hardeover of WOLVES
and it says Kirst has uritten 20 novels., I might have to start buying
the hardcovers myself.,.)//Ho advance publicity on the new Finney be-
cause rinney frightened our last reportsr
clear out of fandom.//iien, you are a
filthy rich collector.//Yes, our Repub-
dican nominee for senator is also
against gun legislation, but T think
IT1l vote for Zayh anyway. I wish to
hell the Republicans would put up
some decent candidates occasionally.
I get tired of voting for Demacrats.,
It ain't natcheral, 2SC/

FPiers Jacob
Interesting article by Panshin. iy im=-
pression of the author uwas mediocre when I ¢l
met him a couple years ago (no need to R :
spell out why)(I mean, reasons were pri- SRE (::)



vate) but RITE OF PASSAGE is another matter. I believe it must be among the best of
its type done. The list of publishers who bounced it appalls me; I mean, WHAT IS

THE WATTER WITH F&SF, GALAXY, AMAIOQG, DOUBLEDAY, SIHON & SCHUSTER, BERKLEY? Bg Damon
Knight found it "dull.' Have you taken a good look at the Berkley list? I can think
off nothing oinn it that comes close to RITE QF PASSAGE for sheer interest. Ace, actual-
ly, and notably with its Specials line, is producing the highest quality paperback SF
today, and perhaps this is because Terry Carr at least seems capable of recognizing
good SF when he sees it. (ace also produces the most notable trash--but the thing is,
it does seem to know the good stuff from the bad, and treat it accordingly.)

Richard P, Brisson, 40 Rodney St., New Bedford, Mass,, 02744

Re: your reply to Bd Reed's letter on gun contrel. I have to disagree with your
statement "the only thing that firearms...after the crime hag been committed,"I assume
that registration of said guns, cannons, tanks, etc. would be regulated by some governw
ment bureau, (4las, isn't everything? Sigh,) Well, anyway. There would be two ways
of doing things. Get the registration first, then the gun. And vice-versa. Take the
first vay. If your local friendly licod walked into the police station and asked for a
1icense/registration for a rifle with a telescopic sight there would be some slight re-
luctance (I hope) on the part of the officials to give him such a license in view of
his past record. True or not? I don't think it would be all that bad to let your
local friendly fuzz to determine who can and cannot oun 2 gun -- to a certain 1imit.
Now, what!s the limit? I don't lnow, nor does anyone, I suppose., If youdve a decent
upstanding citizen and all that jazz, pillar of the community, you shouldn!t have any
trouble, Sure apparently sane people go berserk and pop off a couple or eight people
out of the clear Llue skys, There's nothing you can do about that till after it hits.
dut if a person is psychotie, probably tumble any day now real scon, there's no reason
why you siould say "O.il. now go out and buy yourself a gun if youlve got $30, And when
you do Ilip out it?s o.k. to take a couple people writh you. How bout those neighbors
of yours == the Coulsons,” I don't know about you, Buck, but I wouldn't care to live
next to a2 nut like that. Granted nothing will stop somebody from killing; he'll al-
ways find a way., 3ub why make things easy, Firearms registration will help keep a

, weapron out of the hands of a potential criminal, Let me classify that as one with a

past record who tends to acts of violence before you start to pick nits,

I'm not really fond of the vice-versa method myself so I'IL just say that it!s bet-
ter than nothing.

[You're another one who thinks that local cops can diagnose (or at least
recognize) psychosis, eh? You must have a great local police force., Now,
personally, I wouldn't have too much objection to letting the Indiana state
pelice handle gun registration == but then Indiana seems to have one of the
better state police forces in the country, from what I've gatheredfrem fans
in other states. How'd you Llike to let the Mississippi state cops determine
vho owns guns? Or some of the eastern state police, for that matter. Fire=-
arns registration will do akout as much to keep guns out of the hands of ro-
tential criminals as the Volstead Act did to. keep liquor out of the hands of
potential drinkers, and will have as much effect on crime as the Comics Code
did on juvenile delinquency., If your local firiondly hood walked into most
local police stations, he'd walk in with cash in hand, and would you want to

bet how often hefd get his gun? (Or if not cash, maybe with his lauyer; he
can afford one,)

Joanne Surger, 55 sSlye Bonnet Ct,, Lake Jackson, Texas,

I haven't read Lee Iloffman's VAIDEZ HORSES, but I did read and enjoy her BRED TQ
KILL,.

I finally got around to reading CHTHOM, and enjoyed it very much. I doubt it I will
forget it soons Also I am reading SOS THE ROPE (in F&SF now) as it appears, S0S is =
very entertaining stoxry, but CHTHON is the better novel -~ it hss more meat to it and
so on, Jut I like them both. I didn't lilke THE EINSTEIN INTERSECTION for some reason.
Well written, but I can't even remember what the plot was, which is a sure sign that
I didntt care for the story,




older V/\ utes

The trip rather curtailed my reading, but meybe if I worlk real hard between now and
publication I can reduce tiae stack a bit,

WILD IN THE STREETS, by Robsrt Thom (Fyramid, 60,) I guess having the US taken over by
teenagors is no more improbable than having it taken over by ad men, Thom isn'it as good
a writer ag Frea Pohl, but hets better than I expected he would be when I got the book.
Since it takes place presumably now, and not in the near future, I suppose it should be
called fantasy rather than stf, It will never win any avards, but it!s interesting en-
cugh, different, and surprisingly well rationalized. (Or at lezct it surprised me, since
I wasn!t expecting much of anything.)

THE SPAWH OF THE DEATH MACHINE, by Ted White (Paporback Library, 60¢) Remember ANDROID
LVEHGER and Ted making so much fuss about the title? Well, herefs the sequel. I wonder
1T Paperback Library didn!t push as easily as Lce, or if this is Ted's idea of a good
titlet Anyuay, the book is zood average after-the-catastrophe stuff; I!d be inclined to
rate 1t higher than its predecessor, wothing terribily original; no major errors, (Quite
rossibly no minor errors, either; itts just that I seldem read a Look carefully enough
T cabeh miner ervors.) Ted seems terribly interested in What Constitutes A han (and
his ansuer is conservative enough to pleasc most males) -- this is a question that nev-
o interested me much, even as an adolescent, but it seems to be terribly important to
riost of his potential market, So the points about the book that I disliked are nrobab-
17 the same ones that most of the readsrs will enjoy.

SAZ QUEST, by Dean Koontz/DOOM OF THE GREEI! PLAIET, by twil Petaja (Ace, 60¢) I wasn't
mich in the mood for sword and sorcery when I read the Petaja half, but that isn't his
fault, I didnitt finish it, but from what I read it seems quite adequate, and Perhaps
even better than average. It's a sequel to IORD OF THE GREEN PLANET. The Koontz half

is not really as good; space opera with a iessage. I suppose the ilessage (liutants -- or
Negroes, or left-uingers, or whatever -- Have A Right To Lguality) needs to be pounded
home, but I'm getting a 1ittle uick of it in stf., I'm convinced, fellas; nou letts
have somethiig else, Cr if we must have the same old Hessage, let!s have it a bit more
subtly than Keoontz manages. The hero is a bit too muel the ilzive Superman, too.

PICNIC ON PARADISE, by Joanna Russ (Ace, 00¢) A reasonably good boolk, of the "epic treld
variely. ‘Joanna cuts her epic down to believable size, and fills it with a wild set of
totally improbable characters, liost of them, unfortunately, were far too improbable for
i3 to believe in or have any sympathy for. It!s technically excellent, and if you can
syrpathize with any of the characters, you are in for a treat. Worth the money anway,
but pretty forgettable, from my point of view,

DRAGONFLIGHT, by Anne lLicCaffrey (Sallantine, 7%} Includes the ANAIOG novelet "eyr
Secarch and the AMAIOG serial "Dragonrider", If you liked the stories, it's worth the
price to have them in one volume, or that was my thought when I bought this, If you
haven't read the stories, you should. The novel is sheer heroic fantasy, uwith only a
Lare nod toward science ~= it pgot into AHAIOG because Canpbell is not as hidebound as
some people would have you believe. It will be remembered not for any imaginative swueep
o deep psychological insighl, but because the characters and the world, however ime
rrobable they are in actuality, seem real and engrossiag while you are reading about
then. (When you quit reading you may have a few second thoughts aktout scientifie PO S~
cibilities, but it suspends disbelief quite adequately whilec it's being read,) I think
2475 one of the most entertaining books that stf has produced rocently,

S0 WRITINGS IN SP-12, ed. by John Carnell (Corgi, 3/6) Hideous cover, but otherwisge
Coe
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an excellent collection of original fiction, James White's "Vertigo" is another "Sect-
or General" story; the series is hardly great literature but it?s among the best medi-
cal stf that we have. "Wisions of Monad", by John Harrison, is another "immer space
story, and exceeedingly dull, like most of the sort. John Rankine!s "Worm In The 3Bud"
is a rather bad combination of gadget and psychological stf. "They Shall Reap", by David
Rome, is quite good suspense-~fantasy, (What is the mysterious secret of the Valley?)
"The Last Time Around", by Arthur Sellings, is another story on the relativity-ships;
the pilots who come home to find that Zarth has aged more than they have., Well done,
with an original finish. Colin Kapp's "Cloudbuilders' is another world-after-disaster
effort, somevhat reminiscent of the ones Poul Anderson did about the Polynesian civi-
lization, the sailing dirigibles, etc. Kapp's story isn't as good as Anderson's vere,
but it is an excellent story.

THE UNHOLY CITY, by Charles G, Finney (Pyramid, 60¢) ilothing dates faster than polit-
ical satire. The title story may have been a wow in 1937, but it's a relic today. In-
teresiing historically; not very interesting as a story. The book!s other novelet,

"The Hagician Qut Of Manchuria" is an improvement, partly because it!s newer (previous-
ly unpublished) and partly because it spends less time on ephemeral political situa-
tions and more on eternal human beliefs. Both are pure fantasy, but the first story
reminds me somewhat of the works of Stanton A.Coblentz, while the second has the deli~
cate Oriental touch of...hmn?,,,Frank Owen? Someone like that,

ASYLUN EARTH, by Bruce Elliott (3elmont, 50¢) I read this before going on vacation, and
managed to totally forget it by the time I got back. A brief reviewbrings the informa-
tion that it?s another on Fort!s "wetre property! theme, with two humans gradually
becoming awvare of the oddities and attempting to first find out what's wrong and then
trying to correct it. Forgettable, but not badly done.

Ace has reprinted THE MOON [ ; by Durroughs. ianyone who doesn't have it already?

NEW TAIDS, by Charles Fort (Ace, 00y) Ace seems to be going to eventually reprint
.all of Fort?s tooks; this is the third, Which is a good thing, Fort badly needed an
editor, and he uas terribly uncritical in his selection of oddities, but his books
are landmarks in the study of the "supernmatural" and the basis for God knows how many
science fiction stories as well. A must for the serious student of stf (or the author
looking for a neu gimmick),

THE QCCULT WORLD OF JOHN PEFDRAGON, by Brad Steiger (ace, 50.) Contrary to what you
might think, this is neither an account of one mant's investigations into the super~
natural, nor a biography of a '"miracle vorker”. It!'s just one more collection of "oc-
cult" occurrances, Some of them were supposedly investigated by Pendragon, some not.
(1iinor correction; I see the book is only Yedited" and Mintroduced" by Steiger; it is
supposedly wuritten by YPendragon", or whoever is lurking behind the stage name. Who-
oever he is, he isn't a bad writer; the book is better tlm average in the writing de-
partment.

PASSPORT TO THE UNKNOWN, by John Hacklin {Ace, 60¢) liore supernatural. Average quality.

VALPTRES, WEREWOLVES, AND GHOULS, by Bernhardt J. iurwood (hce, 60¢) This, on the oth~
er hand, combines a short history of the beliefs of various societies in unholy be-
ings with several accounts of actual historical "fiends" (Countess Sathory, Alfred
Packer, ete.) and a few well-authenticated Ysupernatural stories*. The result is quite
readable,

IS AWYONE THERE? by Isaac Asimov {Ace, 95.) A collection of Asimov science articles
from the various "slick! magazines; NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE, TV GUIDE, MADEMOISELLE,
NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW, etc, Asimov is always readable, and the wide variety of sources
makes it almost certain that many of these accounts will be new to you. A must.

HARHATTAN PROJECT, by Stephane Grouweff (3antam, 51.25) A pretty conplete history of

the first atomic bomb., I haven’t got to it yet, but Juanita read it ard was inpressed
enoigh to read large chunks of it out loud to me., Recommended,

30



THE HAN FROI U.H.C,L.E. #15: THE UTOPIA AFFAIR, by David licDaniel, oy technical stand-
ards, this is a poor book. It is disjointed, has lovse ends flapping, and brings in all
sorts of "scientific! gadgets without explaining them. lovever, ilcDaniel ltmous his char-
acters so well that he brings off an entertaining boolis You may wince at the science,
but when Napoleon or Mr. Waverly reacts to a situation, it is convincing, (iir, Waverly
being more convineing than Hapoleon because he has more character to begin with,) Itts
not as good as '"Dagger”,"Vampire’, or 'Lionster Wheel", but licDaniel is still a better
writer than anyone else in the series, (Except Stratton, of course.....and maybe I'm
just prejudiced there.)

GET THE BOYS QUT OF THE TRENCHES, by Burnet Hershey (Pyramid, 95¢) Being an addict of
hysterical history, I fell for the blurbs, which featured worde like "zany', "inered-
ible"”, "funniest account ever written" ete, The event being described -- the ilenry
Ford "Peace Ship" of 1915 -~ may well live up to thwose adjectives, The boolcdoesntt, It
does provide the historical facts, but it manages to do so in the dullest possible
manner, If this is actually the funniest account ever written of the event, I'd hate
to read any of the others,

THE DRAGON OF THE ISHTAR GATE, by L. Sprague de Camp (Lancer, 95¢) Deing too cheap to
buy the hardeover in 1961, I have been impatiently awaiting the paperback publication,
It was worth the seven year's wait (and almost = but not quite - makes me wish Itd
shelled out for the hardcover). No sorcery, but lots of veaponry and evil trickery

in this historical novel c¢f &n cxpedition from the Persien empire of Xerxnes to Darkest
Africa, There's a lot of book for your money, too; over 400 pages. I was amused to
note that De Canp can't resist taking swipes at the priesthood == ary old priesthood
that happens along, This time it!s the followers of Harduk who are the targets of cyme
icism, And I loved his (histordcally accurate) solution to the typical pulp problem
of The Two ‘lomen Who Love The iHero, Pass up some stf if you have fto, but read this,

‘1Y WILDERNESS: THE PACIFIC WEST, by ¥illiam O, Douglas (Pyramid, 75¢) Personal and

MY WIIDERKESS: EAST TO KATAHDIN, by illianm C, Douglas (Pyramid, 75¢) somewhat humore
Less acCounts of America’s wilderness areas, Justice Douglas has the asie of conservae
tion to grind, which I approve of. dowever,his uriting rambles from personal experience
to a ganeral history of the area and back again in a manner that ammoyed me somevhat.
lie is no Farley Howat or Iven Sanderson, However, the books can be entertaining, if
they are dipped into at leisure, reading no more than one chapter at a sitting, (iiy
exror was to attempt to read them straight through, and this just doesntt work.) Good
bools to talte along for lunch hour reading (or reading on the bus, if youlre one of
these city types who takes a bus - or commuter train - to works)

OCTIOBER THE FIRST IS TCO IATE, by fred .oyle (Fawcett, 60¢) From my viewpoint, per-
haps the best novel royle has done; rossibly the only really geod one he!s done, Iiis
characters are the same stupid 3British clods that Jolnn Christopher and Charles Eric
Maine have made notorious, and his use of conversation is as meager and uninspired as
ever, but he has what seems to be (at least for stf) an original concept of time and
an interesting plot (marred by the fact that it partakes of New Wave writing in that
events are never explained; they simply happen. Nothing has a cause.) Itl's a long way
Trom being a first-rate novel, but for doyle it!s pratity good, and it's above~average
stf,

SWHORDS AGAINST WIZARDRY, by Fritz Leiber (ice, 60y) This one includes "Stardock", "The
Tuo Best Thieves In Lankhmar", and "The Lords of Quarmall", plus some introductory
material, Two noveiets and a short story. Fafhrd and the liouser offer what is probably
the best in swordw-and-sorcery series.

Since typing the above reviews, I nave read Ted Whitels comments in another fanzine (I
would tell you which one, but I cantt locate it at the moment), and I gather fron them
that Spawm Of The Death Hachine is not precisely his idea of a good title. Ho. But he
is relatively mild about it, for Ted, Maybe he's mellowing, professionally. // Maybe
next issue I'1l corment on Dangerous Visioens, which I finally read, Ho review, though;
it?s a little late for that. CE:)




One of the things waiting for us vhen
we returned from our trip was a NyCon 3
Prograin fook. (Do you suppose that ad real-
} ly did some good, Clara?) Also waiting was
another announcenent for the Tolkion Con-
;:3 ference, Oct, 16-20 at sSelknap College,

Center Harbor, il.il. 03226 (vrite Prof. Ed
reskys at above addroess for information, )
Okay, 2d; you!ve had two netices in LA'DRO
nowr; thatfs all you get. Another notice
was a combined one for the Deep South Sci-
ence Fiction Convention in iiew Orleans on
August 23-25, along with the First New
Crleanc Writerst Conference; same dates,
sano notel. Write John Guidry, 5 Finch
St., Hew Orleans, Louisiana, for informa-

f’/r’/? tions (Providing youfre interested and
manaze to receive this YAI'DRO before the

convention is over,)

THE LOW=DOWN (Richard Labonte, 971 Walkley
Road, Ottawa 8, Ont, Canada = one~shot -
15) This is a more or loss objective re-
l l view of the :dugo contenders, by various

members of the Ottawa group. A& good idea;
by the time you get this review it will be
too late for the mag to affect your voting,
but it should mke an interesting record,
(Aad they ars good people; they never once mentioned YANDRO in the fanzine category.)

NAVERICK ;8 (John D, Berry, 35 Dusenberry Road, Brom:ville, iiew York 10708 - irregular -
3 for 25¢) Hewsletter, However, John says this is the last issue; it is to be replaced
by another fanzine co~edited by John and Ted White, Rating,..5
EGOBCO i1 (dohn D, Jderry, address above, and Ted White - 3 for either (6) &¢ stamps or
»1.00 cash) I guess this is the replacement; amazing the things that happen when youlve
been avay for a cougle of weeks and sit dowm to write reviews "cold'. (Okay, these hard-
ly will qualify as reviews; “acknowledgements" then, you nit-picker). Ted contributes

a fascinating account of a mundane Writer!s Conference; John says he publishes fanzines
because he likes publiishing fanzines; whica I puess is fair enough. Rating,..6

CTuDEL %0 (J;m sshe, F.0, Jou 461, Ithaca, .lew York 14850 - monthly - 20¢) Personal-
21ne;'§he gdlto?'s comments on pulsars, the Great Society, fanzines, the Disclave, and
Cornell University!s dogs, among other things, (Typical fan; broad range of intcrests.)

OSFAN 306 (dank Lubtrell, 2936 Barrett Station Road, Kirkwood, Missouri 63122 - monthly

|

- 15¢} News, fanzine reviews, and an upside-dowm page., Rating..6
LOCUS +1, 2, 3 (Charlie Brewm, 2078 Anthony Ave, Hronx, New York 10457 - bi-weekly -
15, 2 for 2“¢) This seens to be the replacement for S F WEEKLY as the ,1 magazine of
fan news, Rating...0

TANTASY IIENS 7 (harry Wagserman, 7611 No. Regent Rd,, Hilwaukee, Wisconsin 53217 -
irregular? ~ 35:) A big thick one devoted to fantasy films, I dontt get enough movie fan-
zines to rate it, but 1t seems competent enough.

BROBDINCNAG /83 (John leCallum, Ralston, Alberta, Canada - irreguwlar -~ 10¢) 4 pestal
Diplomacy Jjournal, Write John for information,

KEVAS & TRILLIULL (The Cartel, 213-1192 leadowlands Drive, Ottawa 5, Ont., Canada = no
schedule listed; pricing seems a bit confused, but try 35¢) Largely but not entirely
nStar Trek" oriented, There are also book revieus, comments on Canadian politics, and
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a promise of more variety in the future, (Incidentally, people, Juanita and I do not
need tuwo copies of anyone's fanzine, Wetre one family. The extra copy goes in the discard

pile and will probably end up in 311l Pettit?!s collection.) RatinZesess s
PLAK-TOW 8 (Shirley lMcech, Apt. =8, 260 ilicton Road, Hewark, Delaware 19711 - monthly -
5 for 51,00) & news mag devoted to "Star Trok", Ratingsesees

THE NATIONAL FANTASY FAN Vol.28:1 == This is the official organ of the i3F (which organ
isntt specified; the kidney, lost likely). To join, contact Janie Lamb, Route i, 3ox 304,
ileiskell, Tennessee 30654 and ask for information. The club promotes various activities,
worthuwhile and otherwise. (I'd enjoy giving Juanitals reaction to the iew Fanzine Appre-~
ciation Society - Esend us your fanzino and welll appreciate it® ~ tut the post office is
still conservative about uhal goes tTiwrouszh tho mails. YAIDROhas never been hard enough up
for readers to send out copies in refurn for letters of comment,)

COLLECTOR'S SULLETIN .9 (Ned 3rooks, 713 Paul St,, lewport ilews, Virginia - free to HJ3F
meners?) One of the more torthuliile club activities, I'™m not all that interested in
checklists, but some collectors are, and there are occasional histovical tit-bits that
interest even me,

ETHERLINE IT o5 (Leigh Edmonds, Flat 3, 12 Redan St,, St. wilda, 3182, Victoria, Austrai-
ia - somewhat monthly - 12 for 31.20) viostly news (con reports this time; you cantt win
Ten all) and reviews., Ratingeses ot

HYPERIODERM ,2 (4l1lan 2, Calhamer, Avenida lirabal .3, Santiago, Republica Dominica -
irregior = 5 issues for $5) Mot precigely a fanzine; articles cover US farm policy,
naming of British monarchs, welfare workers, lauyers, and an interesing comparison of
hippies with the stock exchange. Definitely in the "politiecal fanzine" category, along
with KIPPLE and BIAS, Price is excessive, but riaybe printing costs are, too.

HECKMECK 18 (ianfred Kage, Schaesberg (Lim,), iAchter den ilinkel 41, Netherlands irreg~
ular - no price listed - co~editor, Mario Kwiat) German news, fanzine reviews, letters,

Printed in inglish, Ratingeeses.tt
BADINAGE 5 (Rob F, Johnson, 175 Oixford Gardens, Stafford, Creat Britain - irregular? -
20¢) General type. Beautiful cover. Ratingeseecd

PSYCHOTIC .26 (Richard E, Gels, P.0. Box 3116, Santa ionica, Calif. 90403 = irregular? -
50¢) General type; material by Norman Spinrad and Ted White 15 always good for rousing
lettercolumn arguments, b v gyl )

QUIP 8 (hrnie hatz, 98 Patton 3lvd., New Hyde Park, Hew York 11040 ~ bi~montnly - 50¢)

A "fanrish!" fanzine, where a letter-writer can mention guite seriously a '"fannish ren-

naissance" and 'a guiding light in fandom', but with generally well-uritten material,
Ratingeesee?

THE WSFA JOURNAL , 57 (Don iiiller, 12315 Judson Road, Wheaton, Maryland 20906 - monthly
- 35¢) News, lots of reviews, lots of letters. Get it, if only for the revieus by the
Gillilands, Rating.. .0+

SOPHISTICATED ::5 {Bill Hiatt, 6533 Brairhaven Dr,, Dallas, Texas 75240 - monthly = free)
Secms to be mostly humor, or atiempted humor. The idea is fine, but a lot of improvement
in the execution 1s needed, Ratingess el

DECAL ;1 (Donald E, Cochran, 151 Valley St., Jackson, Mississippi - bi-annual - 35¢) Oops,
I meant semi-annual up there, Interesting idea; eachissue 1s to cotain one professional,
paid~for story, plus some amateur fiction. The pro story will give the amateurs some=
thing to be compared to, and the editor trusts his readers to make comments aimed at
inproving the amateurs! work, (Except that this issue doesn't have any amateur fiction.
It does have a larry Jiven story.) An editor who thinks that promags are "folding or
going reprint! becauge of a lack of good original stories has a lot to learn sbout the
publishing field, however, The iliven story is rcasonably good. RatiNgecess3

BAUNTED 3 (Sam Russell, 1351 Tremaine ave, Los Angeles, Calif, 90019 - irregular - 50¢)
A serious magazine devoted to gothic fiction = real gothic fiction, not stylized ro-~
mance, Very well done. * Ratings.esa8
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COSIGH 516 (3ob Gaines, 336 Olentangzy St., Columbus, Ohio 43202 = quarterly = 35) This
issue veens mostly reviews and a Ted White lettexr on fandom. Itls a general-type fan-

zine, usuaily containg readable if not great material, Possibly this last change of ed-
itors will help it; it is no longer a club fanzine and an individuabr independent group
can usually put out a better mag than a club can, Ratinge eeeh 2

SHANGRI L'AFFAIRES #73 (lien Rudolph, 745 iio. Spaulding Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 90046 -
bi-monthly - 50¢) 4 famous old fanzine revived in a big ways; 90 pages in this issue.
General type. Haterial didn't seem to be as good as prev:.ouu issues, bult presumably they
will get in the swing with a fow more issues. Ratingsse5

STARLIVG 12 (Hank Luttrell, 2936 3arrett Station Road, Lirkwood, uissouri 63122 ~ ir-
regular? ~ 25¢ - but next issue is a Mspecial' and will cost 50¢4) General type. Fine 2
reproduction, Rating...5;

WRR Vol 1 (Wally Weber, Sox 267, 507 Third Ave,, Seattle, Washington 98104 - irreg-
ular ~ free for comment - co-~editor, Otto Pfeifer) Another mag making a comeback after
31 long absence, Concentrates on humor, which fandom could use more of. Ratingeeessd

A BLEEDING ROSE ,2 (iichel Barnes, 1716 Summeriane SE, Decatur, Alabama 35601 ~ irregu-
lar - 25¢) Seems to be mostly modern verse, which is not my cup of tea. I couldn't say
how good it is, though it seems above the absolutely atrocious level. For those of you
who liko this sort of thing, this is the sort of thing you'll like (to paraphrase soume
nonentity or other). Ratingeses?

NOPE. /4 (Jay Kinney, 606 Wellner Road, daperville, I1linois 60540 - no price or sched-
ule) Personal type letter-substitute; the editor!s thoughts.

CRABAPPLE GAZETTE 2 (iiike Hoxvat, P.0. Box 286, Tangent, Oregon 97389 - irregular ~ no
price listed) General type, though largely concerned with reprints from more or less
obscure general publications, lislped by the, fact that Horvat is a good editor;most of

the material is not only new, but entertaining, ! Ratingeseb
ID 31 (James Reuss, 304 South Bolt West, Belleville, Illincis 62221 - irregular - 25¢)
Fannisimess (a meeting report? God,) by John D, Berry, reviews, verse: Ratinge,.

VLROD 541 (Dwain Kaiser, 1397 ilo. Second Ave,, Upland, Calif. 91?86, and 41 Snider,
1021 Donna Seth, tlest Covinay Calif. 91790 - irregular - 50¢) Either there has been a
big improvement here, or Ilve heen overlooking something. An excellent fanzine, devot ed
more to' "fannishness" than revieus, Rating...7

SOMETHING ELSE HGAIN ;1 (Gene and Chuck Turnbull, 801 Grosse Pointe Court, Grosse

Pointe, Hichigan u8230 - irregular - free for corment) Very general; flctlon .articles,
verse, reviews, and some very good artwork, Rat1ng....4—

PEWIAR 511 (Ron iidller, 2836 Kingsrowe Court, Columbus, Ohio 43209, and Lawrence knight,
878 Lenore Ave, Columbus, Ohio 43224 - no °chedulc listed ~ 75¢) There is something
called the Dakkar Grotto, which seems to be a club (offering the mag at reduced rates,
among other things). Those interested write to Knight. There doesn!t seem to be any
regular subscription policy, but Hiller will notify you of publication of future issues
if you ask him., This is a mag devoted to the old stf; Wells, Verne, Poe, and presum=
ably, Doyle, though he isn't mentioned this issue, Very'close toprofessional quadity,
both in production and material. Worthwhile for the serious student of stf (or those
nostalgic for the good old days).

I seem to have a little space here; I'm sure other fanzines will come in, but I want to
finish this tonight. SoseseThe extreme brevity of the reviews, and the reintroduction of
the rating system, was done because the revieus were taking up too damned much space.

If you don't like it, tough. Ratings run from 0 (awful) to 10 (outstanding). There will
be very few low ratings because I dontt trade with fanzines that Itm not interested in,
and naturally if I like a mag it gels a reasonably good rating. Most fanzines have sut-
scription policies; most will send out issues in return for interesting letters, I give
single copy price because I think a fan should get one issue first, to decide for himself
if he likes the mag; and he should pay cash for that first issue. (,<:T§=“\~‘



